
ADVICE: Parents/guardians and students

Information cited from http://www.careersadviceforparents.org/. The transition from Year 9 to Year 10 is 
an important one as students continue with or stop learning certain subjects. Students in Year 9 are at the 
beginning of the process of thinking about their futures and it is therefore important that they are given 
appropriate advice and guidance. The choice of courses that they make now will impact on decisions that 
they are able to make later on when applying to college, sixth form and university.

Options 
All students will be guided in order to ensure that they study a broad and balanced range of subjects. Like 
other schools, all students here must continue with English, Mathematics and Science. At City Heights we 
wish for students to aim high, the vast majority of students will therefore also continue with Spanish, our 
specialism, and we also strongly encourage as many as possible to choose History and / or Geography: 
these subjects will support access to all, as well the more prestigious Russell Group, universities.  Most GCSEs 
provide most students with general preparation for further education and the world of work. However, 
studying some subjects is advised for those students who wish to attend university:

Higher Education 
Students who wish to attend university should be aware that competitive courses and universities require 
high GCSE and A-Level grades in academic subjects (typically Languages, Humanities, English, Maths and 
Science). Most institutions require at least grade 4 / 5 (old grade C) in English and Maths. Furthermore, many 
courses including Science, Maths and Engineering will require high GCSE grades in Science and Maths. 
Other courses, such as Psychology and Business, often demand at least grade 5 / 6 (old grade B) in Maths 
and Science.

Top Tips
• Studying subjects you enjoy usually pays dividends – whatever the subject!

• It is a bad idea to pick subjects based solely on liking your current teacher of that subject.

• It is an even worse idea to pick them based on what your friends are choosing or because you think of   
  them as masculine or feminine subjects.

• All subjects involve slightly diff erent ways of working. Students should consider the skills and attributes 
  required in the subjects that they choose and ensure that they can meet those expectations. 

• GCSEs are not easy and will require hard work whatever subjects are chosen!



GCSE: GCSE Reforms

Successful GCSE examination results can provide your child with the foundations upon which to pursue 
higher education as well as build his/her future career. In order to help your child achieve his/her full 
academic potential please note the following: 

New GCSEs
The Government is introducing the new GCSEs with the aim of increasing their rigour and further 
developing the literacy and numeracy skills of young people nationally to better prepare them for the 
workplace or further study. There will be an emphasis on students acquiring a core of essential knowledge 
in English, Maths and Sciences. However, in order to attain the higher grades in all subjects, a greater depth 
of knowledge and thinking will be expected.

Key changes
Some of the key changes with the new GCSEs will be as follows:  
 All GCSEs will be assessed by an exam at the end of Year 11: exams will form 100% of the assessment  
 in nearly every subject, therefore coursework and controlled assessments will no longer form part of  
 the majority of courses. 

 There will be a new grading scale (see below) which uses numbers instead of letters. The scale will be  
 from 1 to 9, with 9 being the highest. 

 Exam papers with different tiers will only apply to subjects where untiered papers do not allow for all  
 students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills. We will inform you of which courses have  
 tiered papers and which do not from September 2015 onwards on an annual basis as the new   
 specifications are released. 

See page otherside for GCSE Grades system.
For your child they will be receiving the ‘New’ grading system of 1-9.  Whilst vocational subjects will be 
graded by ‘Distinction, merit or pass’.

We know that changes to exams can be very complicated for all concerned. It is vital that you are familiar 
the GCSE reforms in order to help support and guide your child through their GCSEs. 

If there are any queries please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

New GCSE Grading system  
which Ofqual have sent to schools.



Subject leader: Mrs Emma Baker
Exam Board AQA

GCSE: Art

What will students study? 
Students will learn how to research and produce their own pieces of work using the project title as initial 
inspiration. They will be able to choose the style they work in and the personal direction that their project 
will take. They will study a range of artists, some will be set by the teacher, others will be decided by them 
depending on their interests and style in which they wish to work.

Students will learn how to use a range of diff erent materials eff ectively through experimentation. This 
should include a wide range of materials such as painting, printing, photography, pastels, pencil and ink 
and 3D materials such as clay, mod-rock, papier mache and wire. 

They will record information in sketchbooks and on paper which will include the use of annotation. 
Recording of their work can also take place through digital media including photography and video.

Students will then each produce their own fi nal piece based on their sketchbook work, artist research and 
experimentations. It is very important that all the work throughout the project links and shows a clear 
progression towards this fi nal piece. The fi nal piece can be 2D or 3D  but must be a fully complete and 
substantial piece of work.

Examples of possible project titles are:
Natural Forms, Portrait and Personality, Transformation, Journeys, A Sense of Place.

How is Art assessed?
Art GCSE is made of of 60% coursework and 40% exam.
The coursework element will be completed in lessons throughout year 10 and 11 and must be a portfolio of 
work made up of at least 1 sustained project and a selection of further work that supports this. Every single 
piece produced in class can be part of coursework. Work must be carefully selected and presented by the 
student and ensure that all assessment objectives are met. It must include evidence of drawing activity and 
written annotation.
The exam title can be given to students as early as January and they will then work on this exam title to 
produce a sustained project as they would for their coursework.It must include all the same elements such 
as artist research, experimentation, drawing and annotation. At the end of this time they will spend 10 hours 
in exam conditions producing their fi nal piece.

Why study Art?
Art shows future employers and Universities that you are creative and able to produce original ideas. 
It shows you are self motivated and can sustain interest in a project.

Future careers that may continue from GCSE Art are:
Gallery based - Artist, Sculptor, Curator, Educational coordinator, Architect, Teacher, Lecturer
Designer in Graphics, Textiles, Jewellery or Fashion, Illustrator, Photographer, Game designer, Animator.



Subject leader: Ms Rosie Tucker
Exam Board AQA  

Combined Science Trilogy specifi cation

GCSE: Combined Science

What will students study? 
Students will study the main theory and practical aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
Biology will cover: Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and Response; Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and Response; 
Inheritance, Variation and Evolution; Ecology. Chemistry will cover Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table; 
Bonding, Structure and the Properties of Matter; Quantitative Chemistry; Chemical Changes; Energy Changes; 
The Rate and Extent of Chemical Change; Organic Chemistry; Chemical Analysis; Chemistry of the Atmosphere; 
Using Resources. Physics will cover: Forces; Energy; Waves; Electricity; Magnetism and Electromagnetism; 
Particle Model of Matter; Atomic Structure.

How is Combined Science assessed?
The Science Combined GCSE is examined at the end of two years. There are six papers: two Biology, two 
Chemistry and two Physics. Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic 
areas, including practicals, and their numeracy and literacy skills. 
All of the exams are 1 hour 15 minutes, there is a Foundation and Higher Tier. All papers have 70 marks and 
are worth 16.7% of the GCSE. The questions are a mix of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, 
and open response.
Biology Paper 1:  topics 1–4: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.
Biology Paper 2:  topics 5–7: Homeostasis and Response; Inheritance, Variation and Evolution and Ecology.
Chemistry Paper 1: topics 8–12: Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table; Bonding, Structure, and the Properties 
of Matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes and Energy changes.
Chemistry Paper 2: topics 13–17: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical 
analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources.
Physics Paper 1: topics 19, 21, 23 and 24: Energy; Electricity; Particle Model of Matter; Atomic structure.
Physics Paper 2: topics 18, 20, 22: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism.

Why study Combined Science?
Combined Science students will develop their knowledge of the ‘big ideas’ of science and about science. 
They will understand: scientifi c aspects of the world and the applications of science where it aff ects their 
own wellbeing and and that of society and the environment. They will prepare themselves for Science at 
KS5 and university as well as developing their literacy, numeracy skills and computer science skills through 
Science.

Possible career areas which involve the skills acquired during the study of Science include: 
Science specifi c degrees include: BSc (Hons) Biology; BSc (Hons) Chemistry; BSc (Hons) Physics
Other degrees can be taken in more vocational aspects: BSc (Hons) Engineering; BSc (Hons) Forensic 
Science; BSc (Hons) Sports Science. Apprenticeships can also be taken in science-related careers such as:
Engineering, Electricity, Plumbing and Car Mechanics. In addition to science careers like Medicine, Nursing, 
Midwifery, Research Science, Veterinary Science and Physiotherapy, there are many careers that are 
enhanced by the knowledge and skills acquired through Science including: Teaching, Journalism, Business, 
Archeology and Music.



GCSE: Computer Science

What will students study? 
The Computer Science GCSE gives students the opportunity to learn about three key areas: 
Computer Systems, Computational Thinking and Programming.

Computer Systems: 
The fi rst component, Computer Systems, covers the theory behind computer systems. Topics include: 
Systems Architecture, Computer Memory, Networks, System security & System software.

Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming: 
The second component covers Computational thinking, algorithms and programming. This includes 
Algorithms, Programming techniques, Producing robust programs, Computational logic, Translators and Data 
representation.

Programming Project: 
The fi nal component is a programming project where students will analyse, design and develop a computer 
program. 

How is Computer Science assessed?
The Computer Science GCSE has two exams at the end of the two years and one non-exam assessment. 

Paper 1: Computer Systems is a 1 hour and 30 minute written exam worth 40% of the GCSE.

Paper 2: Computational thinking, Algorithms and Programming is a 1 hour and 30 minute written exam worth 
40% of the GCSE.

Non-exam assessment: Programming Project worth 20% of the GCSE.

Why study Computer Science?
This course can help support a number of career and university pathways, including: 
Programming, Computer Science, Systems Analysis, Communications, Software Systems, and Project 
Management or Hardware Applications.

Subject leader: Mr Stuart Shum
Exam Board OCR



Subject leader: Mr Tom Neal
Exam Board AQA

GCSE: Design & Technology: Product Design

What will students study? 
Designing Skills
Students will be taught to be creative and innovative when designing products that meet the needs 
of clients and consumers. They will understand the design principles of form, function and fi tness for 
purpose.They will also understand the role that designers and product developers have and the impact 
and responsibility they have upon society. Students will learn to analyse and evaluate existing products 
alongside the development of their own briefs and specifi cations. They must also consider the confl icting 
demands that moral, cultural, economic and social values and needs can make in the planning and 
designing of products.

Making Skills
Students will be taught to select and use tools, equipment and processes to produce quality products. 
They will consider solutions to technical problems within the design and manufacture process. Students 
will learn to work accurately and eff ectively within time constraints to manufacture products using quality 
control procedures.

CAD (Computer aided design/Computer aided manufacture) for graphical techniques
Students will use CAD to generate, develop, model and communicate design ideas. They will also use CAD 
to present accurate drawings with sizes, using 3D and 3rd angle orthographic projections and consider 
alternative forms and colours when developing ideas. Students will also be familiar with the latest 
technologies in designing and making products. They will recognise the economic importance and benefi ts 
of using CAD/CAM in the production of products; have knowledge of CAM for manufacturing in quantity

How is Product Design assessed?
Product Design is assessed through both Exam (unit 1) and Controlled Assessment (unit 2).
Unit 1: Written Paper
Pre-Release material issued. 120 marks, 40% of total marks, 2 hours.
Unit 2: Design and Making Practice
Consists of a single design and make activity selected from a range of set tasks. 90 marks, 60% of total 
marks, approximately 45 hours.

Why study Product Design?
You will develop the skills necessary to design and make products with creativity and originality, using 
a range of materials and techniques. Packaging, labelling and instructions are encouraged as part of the 
complete design proposal and advertising, points of sale, etc can be used to supplement the making 
experience and help create products which can be evaluated for their commercial viability.

Future careers that may continue from GCSE Product Design are:
Engineer, Architect, Product Designer, Teacher, Lecturer, Designer in Graphics, Textiles, Furniture or 
Electronics, Illustrator, Photographer, Game designer, Animator and Model Maker.
Teaching -  Schools, Colleges, University, TEFL, Teaching abroad.



Subject leader: Miss Louisa Fearnley
Exam Board Edexcel Pearson

http://qualifi cations.pearson.com/en/qualifi cations/btec-fi rsts/performing-arts-2012-
nqf.html

GCSE: Drama/Performing Arts

What will students study? 
Students will study two core units and an additional specialist unit.

Unit 1: Individual Showcase
This unit covers what to include in a letter of application and how to prepare audition pieces or 
presentations that demonstrate students’ relevant skills and knowledge. Students will choose one from a 
number of possible progression opportunities as the basis for their work. Responding to the opportunity 
will provide them with a clear focus for the unit. 

Unit 2: Preparation, Performance and Production
In this unit students will learn how to develop a performance piece as a member of a fi ctional performance 
company. They will take on a specifi c performing or production role and will prepare for, and produce,
a performance by carrying out tasks that are appropriate to their role. The performance company can 
include both performers and a production team. The performers could be actors, dancers or musicians and 
the production team can include some, or all, of the following roles: sound or lighting technicians, costume, 
set, makeup, prop or mask designers and those who construct theatrical materials for the performance. 
The performers and production team will need to work together to explore, develop and shape ideas for 
the performance. They will need to take part in preparations for the performance that are appropriate to 
their role to ensure everything is ready for the opening night. This might include attending rehearsals, 
production meetings, making sessions, get-ins and fi t-ups. 

Unit 3: 
Students will need to choose one of the following units:
Acting Skills, Dance Skills, Musical Theatre, Productions Skills for Performance

How is Performing Arts assessed?
Unit 1: Learners will complete a letter of application and a presentation/audition in response
to a progression opportunity provided by Edexcel. This unit is externally assessed using a task set and 
marked by Edexcel.
Unit 2 and 3: This unit is assessed internally by the centre and externally verifi ed by Edexcel. Students will be 
assessed on their production/performance and on their coursework.

Why study Performing Arts?
There are many routes and opportunities for students who choose Performing Arts route as their career:
Actor, Singer, Dancer, Playwright, Costume Design, Make-up Artist, Teacher, Arts Administrator, Events 
Coordinator, Stage Manager.

Performing Arts also helps to develop a number of transferable skills such as organisational skills, teamwork 
skills and, of course, confi dence building.



Subject leader: Mrs Laura Ampofo
Exam Board AQA     

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/introduction

GCSE: English Language

What will students study? 
GCSE English students will have the opportunity to read and explore a range of stimulating texts as well as 
developing their writing.  The course is divided into two parts:

Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
Students will investigate and analyse a selection of literary fi ction texts. They will have the opportunity to 
develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills to encourage genuine enquiry into diff erent topics 
and themes. They will also be able to write their own creative stories and descriptions.

Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
On this part of the course, students will explore diverse examples of non-fi ction. They will have the chance 
to discuss and analyse a broad selection of writing including articles, speeches, journals, letters and diaries. 
This reading will become a stimulus for their own non-fi ction writing in which they will put forward diff erent 
viewpoints and arguments.

How is English Language assessed?
This English Language GCSE is examined at the end of two years. There are two separate papers for the 
diff erent sections of the course. Reading and writing is weighted equally in both exams.

Paper 1:  Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing is a written exam of 1 hour 45 minutes 
worth 50% of the GCSE. 

Paper 2:  Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives is a written exam of 1 hour 45 minutes 
worth 50% of the GCSE.

Why study English Language?
The GCSE in English Language is a core requirement for all Higher Education and most Further Education 
courses and apprenticeships. Possible career areas which involve the skills acquired during the study of 
English include:

Media  - TV and Radio, Journalism, Events Management, Copywriting, Press Offi  cer and Publishing;
Public Sector -  Administration, Civil service, Health Service and Local Government;
Professions - Law, Human Resources, Banking, Insurance and Accountancy;
Infl uence - Advertising, Public Relations, Marketing, Lobbying, Retail management, Sales;
Information - Librarianship, Archives, Bookseller and Information Offi  cer;
Teaching - Schools, Colleges, Universities and Teaching abroad;
Helping - Social Work, Youth Work, Probation Work, Nursing and Housing.



Subject leader: Mrs Laura Ampofo
Exam Board AQA     

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/introduction

GCSE: English Literature

What will students study? 
The GCSE English Literature course aims to develop reading comprehension, analytical writing and critical 
thinking skills.  It is divided into two parts:

Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel
Students will answer one question after studying one of the following plays: Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, 
The Tempest, Much Ado about Nothing, The Merchant of Venice or Julius Caesar. They will be asked to write 
in detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole. In turn, students will 
answer one question on one novel chosen from: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, A Christmas Carol, Frankenstein, 
Jane Eyre, Pride and Prejudice, Great Expectations and The Sign of Four. They will be required to write in 
detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about the novel as a whole.

Modern Texts and Poetry
Students will study one of a selection of post-1914 prose or drama texts such as An Inspector Calls by 
J. B. Priestley. One of a cluster of poems under the thematic heading of Love and Relationships or Power 
and Confl ict from the AQA anthology: Poems Past and Present will also be explored.  As well as writing 
comparatively about poetry from the anthology students will also be examined on their ability to write 
about unseen poetry.

How is English Literature assessed?
The English Literature GCSE is examined at the end of two years. There are two separate papers for the 
diff erent sections of the course.

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel is a written exam of 1 hour 45 minutes worth 40% of GCSE.
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry is a written exam of  2 hours 15 minutes worth 60% of GCSE.

Why study English Literature?
The GCSE in English Literature is a core requirement for all Higher Education and most Further Education 
courses and apprenticeships.  Possible career areas which involve the skills acquired during the study of 
English include:

Media  - TV and Radio, Journalism, Events Management, Copywriting, Press Offi  cer and Publishing;
Public Sector -  Administration, Civil service, Health Service and Local Government;
Professions - Law, Human Resources, Banking, Insurance and Accountancy;
Infl uence - Advertising, Public Relations, Marketing, Lobbying, Retail management, Sales;
Information - Librarianship, Archives, Bookseller and Information Offi  cer;
Teaching - Schools, Colleges, Universities and Teaching abroad;
Helping - Social Work, Youth Work, Probation Work, Nursing and Housing.

In addition, the English Literature GCSE is essential for any students wishing to specialise further in this 
subject area and go on to study English at university.



Subject leader: Mr Tom Neal
Exam Board AQA

GCSE: Food Preparation and Nutrition

What will students study? 
Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical cooking 
skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working 
characteristics of food materials. 

At its heart, this qualifi cation focuses on nurturing students’ practical cookery skills to give them a strong 
understanding of nutrition. 

Food preparation skills are integrated into � ve core topics:  Food, nutrition and health;  Food science;  
Food safety;  Food choice; Food provenance.

How is Food Preparation and Nutrition assessed?
Food Preparation and Nutrition is assessed through both Exam and Non-Exam Assessment
Written Exam:
Theoretical knowledge of food preparation and nutrition. 1 hour 45 minutes,  100 marks,  50% of GCSE 
Non-Exam Assessment:
Task 1: Food investigation 
Students’ understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients. 
Written or electronic report (1,500–2,000 words) including photographic evidence of the practical 
investigation. 
Practical investigations are a compulsory element of this Non-Exam Assessment task. 
Task 2: Food preparation assessment 
Students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, 
presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the chosen task. Students will prepare, cook and 
present a fi nal menu of three dishes within a single period of no more than three hours, planning in advance 
how this will be achieved. This is done through a written or electronic portfolio including photographic 
evidence. Photographic evidence of the three fi nal dishes must be included.

Why study Food Preparation and Nutrition?
Students will develop new ideas and  produce outstanding portfolios of work. 

Students will develop food production skills and learn how new products are developed in the industry. 
They will also learn about many diff erent ingredients and how these ingredients function in recipes to give 
the required outcome.

Food Preparation and Nutrition can lead to a number of diff erent career paths including:  Professional 
caterer, Chef, Manager of a food business, Teaching and further study of Food Sciences which can lead to 
many more careers such as Food Technologist and Nutritionist.



GCSE: Geography (Spec B) 

What will students study? 
The Geography GCSE gives students the opportunity to study a range of geographical issues globally and 
locally as well as develop fi eldwork skills. The course has three sections: 

Unit 1: Global Geographical Issues (Depth Studies)
Students will examine issues through studying real life case studies in depth, including tectonic hazards 
such as volcanic eruptions and extreme weather hazards like tropical storms. They will compare global 
development dynamics by analysing global inequality and the issues within emerging countries such as 
China or Brazil. Students will also examine the challenges of our ever-urbanising world through studying 
a megacity. 
Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues
Students will focus on the physical and human landscapes of Britain. They will participate in practical 
fi eldwork to fulfi ll the requirements of the course by undertaking a river study or a coastal study as well as 
investigating the changes within inner city areas. 
Unit 3: People and Environmental Issues - Making Geographical Issues
Students will examine how the human and physical worlds interact in order to make justifi ed geographical 
decisions. They will analyse data and information focused on the human impact on forests, the biosphere, 
energy resources and sustainable solutions to changing landscapes. 

How is Geography assessed?
Geography is assessed through 3 examinations at the end of the course. 
Paper 1: Global Geographical Issues 
Contextual knowledge and geographical understanding using depth studies: written exam 1 hour 30 
minutes 37.5% of the GCSE. 
Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues 
Investigative fi eldwork skills in a UK context: written exam 1 hour 30 minutes 37.5% of the GCSE.
Paper 3: People and Environmental Issues - Making Geographical Decisions 
Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills: written exam is for 1 hour 30 minutes 25% of the GCSE. 

Why study Geography?
Geography GCSE is valued by most Higher Education and Further Education courses and apprenticeships. It 
is both a Science and an Art providing students with a wide range of careers paths. Possible careers include:

Public Sector: Urban Planner, Civil Service, Foreign Offi  ce, Social Work, Probation, Housing Offi  cer;
Media: Journalist, Meteorologists, Documentary Maker,Travel Writer;
Professions: Finance, Law, Accountancy, Economist, Analyst;
Infl uence: Human rights worker, Disaster manager, Politician, Lobbyist, Business or retail manager;
Information: Researcher, Historian, Librarian, Curator, Archivist;
Science: Environmental scientists, Energy (oil worker), Oceanographer, Geologist;
Teaching: Schools, Colleges, University, TEFL, Teaching abroad.

Subject leader: Ms Susan Edwards
Exam Board Edexcel http://qualifi cations.pearson.com/en/qualifi cations/edexcel-gcses/geogra-

phy-b-2016.html



Subject leader: Mr Andrew Liddle
Exam Board Edexcel  

http://qualifi cations.pearson.com/en/qualifi cations/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html

GCSE: History

What will students study? 
The History GCSE is divided into three parts.  
Unit 1: British Thematic Study with Historic Environment:
Students will investigate and explain Crime and Punishment in Britain 1000-present. They will complete a 
Controlled Assessment case study on Whitechapel 1870-1900 analysing Jack the Ripper and Crime in the  
Inner-city. 
Unit 2:  Modern Depth study: 
Students will be learn about the end of the Second World War, the dispute between Communism and 
Capitalism and how this played out through International Relations and the Cold War 1941-1991. This unit 
will further student’s understanding of the world today and introduce a range of political and historical 
debates that are still contested today.
Unit 3:  Period Study and British Depth Study:
Students will undertake a British depth study on Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588. They will assess 
the diffi  culties of being a female queen in the 16th century, the religious debates of the period and their 
development towards the Spanish Armada.  Students will also complete a period study analysing Weimar 
Germany from the conclusion of the First World War, the development of a dictatorship under Adolf Hitler 
and the running of Nazi Germany up to 1939.

How is History assessed?
The History GCSE is examined at the end of three years. 
Paper 1: Thematic Study With Historic Environment. 
Analysis of change over time and knowledge of the historic environment: written exam  1 hour 15 minutes 
30% of the GCSE.
Paper 2: Period Study and British Depth Study
Knowledge and skill on two depth studies: written exam of 1 hour 45 minutes 40% of the GCSE.
Paper 3:  Modern Depth Study
Source analysis and interpretation: written exam of 1 hour 20 minutes 30% of the GCSE.   

Why study Combined Science?
History GCSE is recognised as a leading qualifi cation and most Higher Education and Further Education 
courses and apprenticeships respect its value. Possible career areas which involve the skills acquired during 
the study of History include:

Media - Journalist, TV presenter, Documentary maker, Publisher, Writer.
Public Sector - Civil Service, Foreign Offi  ce, Ambassador. 
Professions - Law, Finance, Accountancy, Insurance, Underwriting.
Infl uence - Politician, Lobbyist, Advertising, Sales.
Information - Researcher, Historian, Librarian, Curator, Archivist.
Teaching -  Schools, Colleges, University, TEFL, Teaching abroad.



GCSE: Mathematics

What will students study? 
The Maths GCSE course builds on the mathematics studied at Key Stage 3 and is organised under the same 
headings: Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change, Probability, and Statistics. 

Students will follow the course over two years and take three exams at the end of Year 11. All content can 
be assessed on any of the three question papers. As such, some questions will draw together elements 
of maths from diff erent topic areas. Students will develop their mathematical knowledge, reasoning and 
communication skills within oral, written and practical activities. Problem solving is integral to the new 
GCSE specifi cation and students will have to decide for themselves what kind of maths they need to solve 
a problem. 

How is Mathematics assessed?
The Mathematics GCSE is examined at the end of two years. There are three separate exam papers: two 
calculator and one non-calculator paper. The weighting of diff erent strands of Maths assessed is slightly 
diff erent for the Foundation and Higher tiers. 

Foundation Mathematics GCSE: 
Number 25% 
Algebra 20%
Ratio, proportion and rates of change 25%
Geometry and measures 15%
Probability and Statistics 15%

Higher Mathematics GCSE: 
Number 15%
Algebra 30%
Ratio, proportion and rates of change 20%
Geometry and measures 20%
Probability and Statistics 15%

Why study Mathematics?
Universities, colleges and employers like to see a Mathematics GCSE on a CV as it indicates a reasonable 
level of numeracy; a high grade in the subject indicates great skill in solving problems. A GCSE in 
Mathematics also provides an essential basis for further study in the subject and will benefi t students 
who wish to study other subjects at A Level and beyond. For example: Science, Computing, Psychology, 
Economics, and Medicine.

Possible career areas which use skills acquired during the study of Mathematics include: 
Animator, Special Eff ects Director, Computer Games Designer, Doctor, Meteorologist, Car Designer, 
Engineer, Architect, Special Eff ects director, Painter and Decorator, Chef and Maths Teacher of course!

Subject leader: Ms Ruth Sargeant
Exam Board To be confi rmed.  The GCSE course content is common to all exam boards.



Subject leader: Mr Gustavo Garcia 
Exam Board AQA     

GCSE: Modern Foreign Languages (Spanish)

What will students study? 
The Spanish GCSE covers three distinct themes. These themes apply to all four question papers. Students 
will be expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these themes relating to their 
own experiences and those of others, including people in Spanish speaking countries.

Theme 1: Identity and Culture - Topic 1: Me, my family and friends (Relationships with family and friends/
Marriage/partnership), Topic 2: Technology in everyday life (Social media/Mobile technology), Topic 3: 
Free-time activities (Music/Cinema and TV/Food and eating out/Sport), Topic 4: Customs and festivals in 
Spanish-speaking countries/communities.

Theme 2: Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest - Topic 1: Home, town, 
neighbourhood and region, Topic 2: Social issues (Charity/voluntary work/Healthy/unhealthy living), 
Topic 3: Global issues (The environment/Poverty/homelessness), Topic 4: Travel and tourism.

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment - Topic 1: My studies, Topic 2: Life at school/college, 
Topic 3: Education post-16, Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions.

How is MFL (Spanish) assessed?
Students will take 4 exams (25% each). Students may be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier 
but they must enter at the same tier for all four skills: 

Paper 1 - Listening - Foundation Tier: 40 marks, 35 mins (+ 5 mins’ reading time) Higher Tier: 50 marks, 
45 minutes (+ 5 mins’ reading time).
Paper 2 - Speaking - Foundation Tier: students will attend one session of 7–9 minutes (+ 12 mins’ prep time)
Higher Tier: students will attend one session of 10–12 minutes (+ 12 mins’ prep time).
The test will be the same for each tier and will consist of three parts: 1. Role play. 2. Photo card. 3. General 
conversation.
Paper 3 - Reading - Foundation Tier: 60 marks, 45 minutes. Higher Tier: 60 marks, 1 hour.
Paper 4 - Writing - No dictionaries allowed. All instructions will be in English. All questions will be in Spanish.

Why study MFL (Spanish)?
Research has consistently shown that bilingual people, from toddlers to the elderly, have benefi ts over 
monolinguals. These benefi ts include: better cognitive (learning) abilities, improved empathy, social and 
economic benefi ts. 

Studying a language at GCSE will enhance your child’s CV, particularly when applying to university. Most 
professional careers are enhanced through the knowledge of another language, examples include: the 
Diplomatic sector, Business, International Law, Publishing, Filmmaking, Journalism, Football Management, 
Teaching, Translation, Interpreting, Medicine - Medecins sans frontieres -, Archeology and Music. 



Subject leader: Ms Anastasia Demetriou
Exam Board Edexcel Pearson

http://qualifi cations.pearson.com/en/qualifi cations/btec-fi rsts/music-2013-nqf.htm

GCSE: Music

What will students study? 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1 First Award in Music gives students the opportunity to explore the music industry 
and develop relevant musical skills that will enable them to further their careers in this area. The course is 
divided into 3 units. Core units include ‘The Music Industry’ and ‘Managing a Music Product’. The third unit 
will depend on the students studying the course.

Unit 1: The Music Industry
This unit will allow students to gain a good understanding of the scope of the music industry with a view 
to getting work in and using the organisations that exist. They will investigate music organisations to fi nd 
out about the work they do and how they relate to and rely on one another. They will also be given the 
opportunity to fi nd out about the people who work in these organisations, from performers to people who 
work in technical, production and administrative roles. 
Unit 2: Managing a Music Product
This unit will enable students to manage the planning, delivery and promotion of a live concert, CD, or 
other music product. The success of the music product will rely heavily on the planning and development 
process. It is important that diff erent types of audience are understood and successful promotion is able to 
eff ectively engage these audiences. The students’ research should introduce them to elements of industry 
practice. 
Unit 3:
Students will choose one of the following units:
Introducing Live Sound, Introducing Music Composition, Introducing Music Performance, Introducing  Music 
Recording, Introducing Music Sequencing.

How is Music assessed?
Unit 1
This unit is assessed externally using a paper-based exam marked by Edexcel. The learner will complete a 
60-minute examination worth 50 marks. The examination consists of a variety of question types, including 
objective questions, short-answer questions and one extended writing opportunity at the end of the 
examination paper.
Unit 2 and Unit 3
This unit is assessed internally by the centre and externally verifi ed by Edexcel. 

Why study Music?
Possible career areas which involve the skills acquired during the study of Music include:
Musician, Singer, Radio DJ, Club DJ, Music producer, Songwriter, Composer, Production music writer, A&R 
Coordinator, Music therapist, Teacher, Lecturer, Music journalist, Conductor. 

Aside from careers in Music, studying the subject has benefi ts that will help students in their careers 
and development. Music helps develop organisational and management skills and teamwork. It teaches 
perseverance, enhances coordination, betters mathematical ability and sharpens concentration. 



GCSE: Physical Education

What will students study? 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Sport gives students the opportunity to gain a broad 
understanding and knowledge of, and develop skills in, the sport sector, e.g. the health and fi tness industry 
or sports leadership. 

The course is divided into 4 units. 2 compulsory ‘core’ units (‘Fitness for Sport and Exercise’ and ‘Practical 
sports performance’) as well as two specialist units selected from the following topics (‘The Mind and Sports 
Performance’, ‘The Sports Performer in Action’, ‘Training for Personal Fitness’, ‘Leading Sports Activities’).
        
Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise     
This unit has links to, and underpins, the other units for sport. Student’s will cover the components of 
physical and skill-related fi tness and the principles of training. Student’s will explore diff erent fi tness training 
methods for developing components of fi tness, and will gain knowledge and skills in undertaking and 
administering fi tness tests. 

Unit 2: Practical sports performance     
This unit focuses on developing and improving students’ practical sports performance. This is achieved 
through active participation in practical activities and refl ection on students’ own performance and that 
of other sports performers. A variety of diff erent sports will be introduced and, through participating in 
diff erent sports, it is expected that students will develop knowledge of the associated rules, regulations, 
scoring systems, skills, techniques and tactics. 
    
Specialist Units
To be chosen based on the students who are selected for the course.

How is Physical Education assessed?
Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise
This unit is assessed externally using an electronic-based exam, marked by Edexcel. Learners will complete 
a 1 hour, onscreen test out of 50 marks consisting of diff erent types of questions - including objective and 
short-answer questions. 
Unit 2: Practical sports performance and 2 Specialist Units 
These units are assessed internally by the School, and externally verifi ed by Edexcel.

Why study Physical Education?
The BTEC Level 1 /2 First Award develops knowledge essential for learners who are interested in a career in 
the Sport Sector. The course give learners a wider understanding and appreciation of health-related fi tness, 
sports and exercise, while also developing a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes 
essential for successful performance in working life. 

Possible careers; Sports Management, Teaching, Fitness training, Physiotherapy, Coaching, Performance 
analyst, Exercise Science Reseacher!

Subject leader: Mr Andrew Te Huna
Exam Board Edexcel Pearson

http://qualifi cations.pearson.com/en/qualifi cations/btec-fi rsts/sport-2012-nqf.html



GCSE: Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

What will students study? 
Students will study the main theory and practical aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics in more depth 
and more detail than in the Combined Science option.

Biology will cover: Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and Response; Bioenergetics; Homeostasis and Response; 
Inheritance, Variation and Evolution; Ecology. Chemistry will cover: Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table; 
Bonding, Structure and the Properties of Matter; Quantitative Chemistry; Chemical Changes; Energy Changes; the 
Rate and Extent of Chemical Change; Organic Chemistry; Chemical Analysis; Chemistry of the Atmosphere; Using 
Resources. Physics will cover: Forces; Energy; Waves; Electricity; Magnetism and Electromagnetism; Particle 
Model of Matter; Atomic Structure; Space Physics.

How are Biology, Chemistry and Physics assessed?
The Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs are examined separately at the end of two years. There are 
two papers for each GCSE. The papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas, 
including practicals the students have completed and their numeracy and literacy skills.

All of the exams are 1 hour 45 minutes. Each paper will have 100 marks and is worth 50% of that GCSE. 
The questions are a mix of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response.

Biology Paper 1: topics 1–4: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; Bioenergetics.
Biology Paper 2: topics 5–7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution and Ecology.
Chemistry Paper 1: topics 8–12: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the 
properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes and Energy changes.
Chemistry Paper 2: topics 13–17: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical 
analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere and using resources.
Physics Paper 1: topics 19, 21, 23 and 24: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; Atomic structure
Physics Paper 2: topics 18, 20, 22: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; Space physics.

Why study the Sciences separately?
The separate science route will prepare you better for A level and university study. Students will develop 
their knowledge of the ‘big ideas’ of science and about science. They will understand scientifi c aspects of the 
world and make informed decisions about the applications of science.

Possible career areas which involve the skills acquired during the study of Science include: 
Science specifi c degrees include: BSc (Hons) Biology; BSc (Hons) Chemistry; BSc (Hons) Physics. Other 
degrees can be taken in more vocational aspects: BSc (Hons) Engineering; BSc (Hons) Forensic Science; 
BSc (Hons) Sports Science. Apprenticeships can also be taken in science-related careers such as:
Engineering, Electricity, Plumbing and Car Mechanics. In addition to science careers like Medicine, Nursing, 
Midwifery, Research Science, Veterinary Science and Physiotherapy. There are many careers that can be 
enhanced by the knowledge and skills acquired through Science including: teaching, journalism, business, 
archeology, music industry, etc

Subject leader: Ms Rosie Tucker
Exam Board AQA 



Subject leader: Mrs Emma Baker
Exam Board AQA

GCSE: Textile Design

What will students study? 
The Textile Design GCSE gives students the opportunity to lead their fi nal outcome in any direction they 
wish to pursue. Students will design and create a textiles product that is either woven, knitted, stitched, 
printed or decorated. These textiles products can be either functional or nonfunctional.

Unit 1: Portfolio
Students will learn how sources inspire the development of ideas, for example, drawing on the work of 
other designers and artists or using contemporary or historical events, situations or issues. Students also 
gain an understanding of communicating through visual and tactile language using formal elements of 
colour, line, shape, tone and texture.Within this unit students will work in areas such as fashion design, art 
textiles, constructed textiles, costume design, surface pattern, soft furnishings and textiles for interiors, 
digital textiles and printed textiles. Students will realise personal intentions relevant to textiles design and 
their selected areas of study, meaning that the student can take the direction that best suits them.

Unit 2: Externally set assignment
A selection of ‘themes’ will be set by the exam board for students to choose from which will form the basis 
of their fi nal piece. All the knowledge and skills from Unit 1 will come into play as students will be expected 
to make independent choices and will need to manage their own time in achieving the desired result. In this 
unit students will be given a short period of preparation to plan and decide on their fi nal outcome. Students 
will then have 10 hours of supervised time to complete their fi nal outcome.

How is Textiles assessed?
Unit 1: Portfolio
This unit will comprise of work done across the entire GCSE programme and accounts for 60% of the fi nal 
grade. Work in this portfolio will show evidence of sustained project work showing the journey from initial 
design ideas to design development and fi nally to a fi nished product. The portfolio will be presented to the 
very best of the student’s ability showcasing all their textiles skills and knowledge.

Unit 2: Externally set assignment
Students will be given ‘themes’ to work under. These themes are externally set by the exam board. Students 
will have a preparatory period followed by 10 hours of supervised time to complete a fi nished product. This 
unit accounts for 40% of the fi nal grade.
Both units are marked by the school and moderated  by the exam board.

Why study Textiles?
This course will prepare students for careers in Fashion Design, Interior Design, Fashion Buying or 
Merchandising, Costume Design, Set Design or Visual Merchandising. Students will also gain essential 
problem solving skills, learn to manage their own time and become independent learners.



Students name:
Please use the table below to make notes:

NOTES

Subject What are the benefi ts? 
What are the challenges? 

How can I support my child? 


