
 
2017/2018 Home Learning Policy 

 
Introduction 
 
Homework is an integral part of education in that it promotes students’ self-discipline and personal 
responsibility for learning and organisation. It reinforces work in class, extends knowledge and 
understanding whilst giving students the opportunity to practice and refine skills.  
 
City Heights is a learning environment at the heart of its community. We expect high standards in all 
aspects of Academy life including Homework. Home learning will: 

● Reinforce work started in class, extending knowledge and understanding. 
● Give opportunities to practise and develop skills. 
● Allow parents to become involved in their child’s learning. 
● And is valuable in ensuring students’ progress and raising achievement.  

 
Homework will be set regularly and the amount of time students should spend  on it is flexible but will be 
reviewed regularly. Guidelines are as follows: 
 

 Each subject Each evening 

KS3 students 20 minutes a week 40 minutes each night 

KS4 students 40 minutes a week 1.5 – 2 hrs each night 

 
The role of parents in supporting their child  
 
In order to support your child and in keeping with our home-school partnership, we urge parents to: 
 

● Provide a peaceful place in which their child can do their homework. 
● Make it clear to their child that they value homework. 
● Encourage and praise successful completion of homework they can be proud of. 
● Monitor your child's planner each week to ensure that deadlines are met. 
● Speak to your child’s form tutor if there are any questions or concerns about the homework being 

set.  
 

The planning & nature of homework tasks  

 

Homework tasks should:-  

 
● Be relevant, meaningful and set for a purpose.  
● Not be used regularly for “finishing off” class work. This places a heavy burden on some students 

and too light a demand on others.  
● Be differentiated on the basis of prior assessment to provide an equal and appropriate challenge 

for students of differing abilities.  
● Be manageable for pupils in terms of time and resources.  
● Be explained clearly to students so that they know what they need to do and how the work will be 

assessed. 
● Be varied. Suggestions include: 

 
 



 

Types of 
homework 

Examples How this is assessed 

Reading Read from your class novel for at least 20 
minutes per day 

Progress in class; ability to contribute 
to discussion about a text; 
vocabulary development 

Learning and 
memorising 

Learn spellings, definitions, translations, 
lines from a script etc. 

Tests in class and online quizzes 
which generate automatic reports 

Thinking and 
preparing 

Essay plans; discussion with other students; 
watch a video; questions to think about 

Flipped learning; attitude to learning 
improvement. 

Practising Practise playing your instrument or voice 
for at least 20 minutes a day; rehearse a 
scene from a production 

End of term assessments 

Doing (includes 
making, creating, 
completing, 
solving) 

Redraft a piece of work started in class; 
complete a past paper; design or create a 
model, map, illustration etc.; filming or 
editing a production; write up an 
evaluation; source/ create costume or 
props 

Marked either by teacher, students, 
peers or the relevant online tool (e.g. 
Google Classroom) 

Researching 
and/or finding 

Bringing in materials from home; adding to 
Social Studies Topical Issues log book; 
research a particular 
period/country/culture/person/event etc. 
that is relevant to the class topic; interview 
a member of family or community. 
Pre-reading ahead of lessons. 

Flipped learning; attitude to learning 
improvement. 

Revising Revise topics or skills studied in class Tests, end of term assessments, 
quizzes 

Reflecting and 
reviewing 

Upload images taken in class of project 
development; re-read class notes; 
supplement class work with independent 
research where there are gaps in 
knowledge; ensure all formal feedback 
from your teacher has been acted upon 

Monitoring of students’ exercise 
books or online equivalents 

Online learning 
platforms 

E.g. Hegarty Maths or Google Classroom.  Completing of revision quizzes and 
improvement in working grades. 

 
 

Students will: 

● Understand how the homework will extend, develop or consolidate their learning 

● Check Google Classroom where applicable 

● Complete all homework to the best of their ability and on time. 



 
● Know how to involve others with their homework where necessary, seeking help and assistance 

where required. 

● Attend department-based support to complete homework where required. 

● Accept that their attitude to learning grades will be deemed a cause for concern if homework is not 

completed each term and that this will be reflected in his/her report. 

 

Departments will: 

● Ensure all teachers have set differentiated homework for their classes.  

● Ensure homework instructions are clear and thorough. Including Google Classroom instructions 

where necessary.  

● Set a range of challenging and engaging homeworks of different types. 

● Ensure the homework extends, enriches, facilitates or consolidates the learning in the classroom 

● Support students in finding a designated time and place to provide students with a suitable 

environment for homework to be completed. 

● Reflect concerns about poor completion of homework in students’ attitude grades and inform 

parents where there is cause for concern.  

● Use the behaviour policy to sanction and reward students for their homework accordingly.  

● Ensure homework is accessible by all students, regardless of starting point or needs. 

 

The recording & monitoring of homework  
 

● Form tutors should check planners on a weekly basis for the accuracy of homework information. 
Where significant problems arise they should be referred to the Heads of Year.  

● Homework should be written on the board and staff wherever possible should check homework 
has been recorded by students.  

● Heads of Year will support tutors in the monitoring of planners through spot checks and following 
up concerns referred to them. They will also monitor behaviour points for trends across 
departments of students not completing homework.  
 

It is the responsibility of the Director of Curriculum to ensure that an evaluation and review of school 
homework policy and procedures is undertaken. The key criterion will be the extent to which the policy is 
contributing to students’ progress and their attitude to learning. 
 
  


