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Dear parents, students and friends of City Heights, 
 
It has been a fantastic start back to term with our students involved in a whole
assortment of exciting projects and activities. 
 
Year 11 students have returned focused and determined to achieve great
outcomes in the summer exams and our new Saturday Academy sessions, and
before and after school intervention sessions for students have been well
attended. We have launched the 'Going for Gold' project with Year 11 to ensure
to reward high levels of engagement with additional intervention and support
classes prior to the GCSEs. 
 
Elsewhere in the academy we have seen the launch of Coachbright our
academic mentoring programme for Y9 and Y10 students. This involved
identified students receiving high quality academic mentoring from graduate
students from Russell Group Universities. The launch event was a buzz of
activity as students eagerly were introduced to their academic mentors and
found out all about University first hand from recent graduates who have
experienced it first hand. Our mentors from Coachbright were especially
impressed by our Y9 and Y10 students focus on their future careers with
students identifying careers in astronomy, physics and medicine as areas of
interest! 
 
As a language specialist college we are fortunate to have excellent links with
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As a language specialist college, we are fortunate to have excellent links with
the British Council. This half term we welcomed visitors from as far afield as
Sweden and Norway who wanted to see a 'google' school up close. Having
used the google classroom software for a number of years, Mr Garcia and the
languages team were able to show all the benefits of how this technology can
aid learning in the classroom. This half term also saw the launch of 'Artistic
Heights', our latest collaboration with our partner schools in Madrid and Lisbon
as well as with the Tate Gallery. This project will span over two years and will
see students visiting both Spain and Portugal and engaging in artistic projects
through Spanish and Portuguese with their peers from our partner schools. We
will also be hosting students from both partner schools later in the year who will
take part in a project at the Tate.  
 
Year 7 students have been educated about the importance of road safety this
week, with an exciting performance by our visiting theatre company in a play
called 'Deadly Distraction', which highlight the importance of staying safe whilst
crossing the road and not getting distracted by using your mobile phone. This is
a performance that we have run in previous years and is always well received
with some clear messages about staying safe.  
 
Finally, 30 of our Y10 students have been involved in 'Junior University'
challenge this half term, participating in a careers workshop where they 'speed
meet' professionals from a range of industries to find out more about careers
which they may not necessarily have considered previously. This will be
followed up by a trip to Westminster University next week, where students will
participate in a lecture from University professors and will have a tour of
campus.  
 
It has been a busy half term and a great start to the new year.  
 
Elroy Cahill 
Headteacher

Maths news - HegartyMaths Home Learning
HegartyMaths is an online website created by UK Teacher of the Year and
Global Teacher Prize Top 10 Finalist, Colin Hegarty. The aim of this programme
is to provide a top quality home learning platform to students in Year 7 - 11 so



that, along with fantastic teacher-led Maths lessons in school, children will be
supported at home with their Maths learning. At home students may struggle to
remember concepts they learned in class and parents often find it difficult to
help their child through the methods as they were different to those used when
they were at school.

The HegartyMaths system will makes it easier for children to engage with their
Maths homework.  It teaches, assesses and tracks everything children need to
learn in school. The programme aims to have a positive impact in the following
areas:

1. Student intrinsic motivation for learning Maths and their attitudes towards
Maths

2. Student attainment in Maths

3. Parental engagement and ability to assist in promoting their child's Maths
learning

HegartyMaths also offers a ‘Fix-up 5’ task that allows students to tackle five
questions that they have got wrong from earlier questions. This targeted
approach has been proved to help students to rapidly move past their
misconceptions.

Students can also extend their learning beyond the tasks set by their teacher.
For the first time HegartyMaths allows students to select tasks that they want to
learn and can better prepare them for the lessons they will get in their class.

HegartyMaths gives students and their families confidence that the very best
support can be given to students without any extra cost.

Every week there is a HegartyMaths workshop held in 324 where students can
complete their homework and get help from maths teachers if needed.
Wednesday is for the Key stage 3 Students and Thursday is for the Key Stage
4 Students. Both workshops start at 3.20 and finish at 4.10pm.

Please do speak with any of the maths team if you require any further
information about HegartyMaths.



English news 
 
The Guardian was under the watchful editorial eyes of our year 9 students,
when they went to learn about journalism and the creation of a newspaper front
cover. Using current news stories, but writing the articles themselves, they
fashioned fascinating and intriguing pieces to entertain the waiting masses.
Littered with puns, packed with facts and spiced with a style all of their own,
they created front page news in just half a day! It was an excellent visit and I
was proud of all who attended.

Sports News 
 
Year 7 Boys Football - Hanif’s Hat-trick Heroics

The Year 7 boys were in scintillating form, crushing Rutlish 3-1 in their opening
league game of the season. Hanif Bundu Turay of 7U scored a blissful three
goals as the Year 7 boys controlled and dominated a difficult encounter against
a strong Rutlish team. 
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Year 8 Boys Football - Year 8 Boys Secure First League Win

Year 8 Boys kicked off their league campaign with a 2-1 against Ernest Bevin.
Chances were plentiful in the first half but it took the last 10 minutes of the half
for Moureik to break the deadlock. The match was put to bed in the second half
when Casey Dennis stepped up for a free kick, outfoxing the Bevin defense and
goalkeeper. The question is, was it a cross or was it a shot? 
 

Year 10 Boys Football - Year 10’s Bow out with Class

Our Year 10 boys suffered a devastating blow as they lost in the National Cup
5-2 to an organised and skilful Whitgift side. The boys were unfortunately 3-0
down at half time due to lapses of concentration leading to unnecessary
mistakes in defense. The boys however rallied together scoring two excellent
second half goals by Julian and Allesandro. Whitgift did however finish the
strongest clinically scoring two breakaway goals on the counter. End result 5-2
to Whitgift. 
 

Year 10 Fight Back

After a devastating loss in the National Cup the Year 10 boys were in dazzling
form, demolishing Prendergast Ladywell 7-0 in the opening game of the league.
Special mentions go out to Julian and Bryan as both secured their first hat-
tricks of the season.



Trips
Year 10 students recently took part in Junior University, a fully-funded university
access programme for Year 10 students run in conjunction with Which?
University.

Our overall aim was to raise Year 10 aspirations, with the view to opening up
their horizons and demonstrating the opportunities that university brings. 
 
Students worked with undergraduates from local universities on a university-
style project. 

Alongside the free, independent information from Which? University, Year 10s
started to plan for their future using the information to make the right decision
for them.

Key dates & upcoming events 
 

-  Students return to school - Monday 19th February 
- Visit to Y7 students by Chuka Umunna MP - Friday 23rd February 

-  Spring 2 Assessment Week - 12th - 16th March 
-  End of Spring Term 2 - Thursday 29th March
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