
Year 7 Catch Up Funding  

Planned interventions 2017/18 Academic Year 

Literacy focus: Review of impact: 

Planned and targeted CPD sessions focused on talk for writing and decoding words 
through phonics based approach to be delivered to all staff throughout the year. 

 

Use of Reading Recovery teacher to work with Year 7 students below chronological age on 
a weekly basis in 1 to 1 and small group reading classes to develop literacy skills to age 
related expectations 

 

Purchase and launch of a planned reading and writing catch up programme such as Lexia 
to ensure that students quickly develop their reading and decoding skills 

 

Expansion of the number of Lexia licenses to continue to support the growing numbers of 
new entrants and EAL beginners. Lexia is provided as part of the six week intervention 
strategy in Student Central.  

 

DEAR – Drop Everything and Read implemented twice a week across KS3 form groups. 
Majority of students read a book of their choice. Form tutors of year 7 classes implement 
guided reading of a class text with simple comprehension and inference questions and 
class discussion.  

 

Literacy bootcamp run during Easter break with members of the inclusion team focused 
on raising reading and literacy levels of those below age related expectations 

 

Numeracy focus: Review of impact: 

Implementation of times tables rockstars for all Year 7 classes to develop stronger 
numeracy skills amongst those who are below age related expectations 

 

Creation of a numeracy catch up group during Year 7 maths lessons taken by a member of 
the inclusion team, to ensure appropriate level of pitch and stretch is provided for 
students below age related expectations 

 

Hegarty Maths – Launch of online learning platform with ‘fix up 5’ element shared and 
celebrated during assemblies and through tutor time.  

 

Numeracy bootcamp run during Easter break with members of the inclusion team focused 
on raising reading and literacy levels of those below age related expectations 

 

 



Review of impact 2016/17  

Literacy focus: Review of impact: 

Using our split lessons and working with our literacy co-ordinator we have created a 
programme that addresses any gaps in writing skills and are now moving into our second 
phase which addresses the reading skills of all students. 

Literacy co-ordinator seen an improvement in progress grades 
with 80% of the students in English reading and writing grades 
in end of term assessments. Intervention to continue in 17/18 

In addition we have supplied all students with a reading book of their choosing and (from 
January) have taken a lesson a week from MFL for library lessons in Y7. 

Impact was successful in engaging students in books aligned 
with their interests. Intervention to continue in 17/18. 

The Assistant Headteacher (Inclusion) has hired a Reading Recovery teacher to work with 
our 14 most vulnerable readers withdrawing them from their classes for 20 minute 
intervals. In addition, LSAs work one to one with 10 other students who have a reading 
age below their chronological age. 

Reading ages of all students involved improved. Intervention 
to continue in 17/18. 

Lastly we have created an intervention programme which has been interweaved into 
Enrichment time, which is aimed at 16 students with low levels of literacy where they are 
paired with able year 9 students in order to develop a love of reading and language 
through a range of different mediums, including trips and visits to primary schools. 

Enrichment is to continue in 17/18 but no longer in the form 
of Lesson 6 on a Friday. However the peer mentoring 
programme of reading will continue in form time in 17/18. 
100% of students evaluated that they benefitted from the 
reading mentors. 

Numeracy focus: Review of impact: 

An initial list of 40 Year 7 students have been identified based on their KS2 test scores. 
These students will be withdrawn from Maths lessons once a week in small groups. Over 
twelve weeks they will be part of a tailored support programme focusing on numeracy 
skills delivered by Maths teachers. 

This will continue in 17/18. Maths withdrawal lessons also 
evidenced improved numeracy across the twelve weeks of the 
programme. To continue in 17/18. 

In December 2016, we used KS2 data, internal assessments and online GL assessments to 
identify student below age related expectations and put in place focused numeracy 
support for them run through the maths department 

The second phase of the withdrawal, using a wider range of 
data, including GL assessments showed some marginal 
improvement in numeracy levels. This be reshaped for the 
coming academic year into an intensive programme of support 
instead. 

Year 7 students in need of catch up. 46 students were identified in December and split 
into four groups. These groups are now being withdrawn from their Maths lesson once a 
week. Over twelve weeks they will follow tailored support programme focusing on 
numeracy skills delivered by Maths teachers 

GL Assessments, were effective in identifying which students 
were required to continue, or start, the withdrawals as 
necessary.  A more integrated approach will be utilised in next 
academic year. 

 


