
 
 

English Academic Year Curriculum Overview 2019-20 

 

 

Term Year 7  

Autumn 1  Literary Heritage - ‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens Life in Victorian London 

 What was it like to be poor in Victorian London?  

 The workhouse – Why were people there?  What were the conditions like?  

 The Poor Law – why was this so important to Dickens?  How did it impact people? The form of the novel: 
Structure; Vocabulary; Sequence  

 Characters   

 Oliver – how does Dickens create sympathy for Oliver?    

 The Artful Dodger – has he been groomed by Fagin?  How would he survive if not by crime?  

 Morality: Who is responsible for the poor?   

 Grammar and Writing - Composing a topic sentence; the subject; subject/verb agreement; the past simple tense 

Autumn 2  Literary Heritage - ‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens Victorian Crime  

 How did Oliver become involved in pickpocketing?   

 How can we link crime to poverty?  

 Violent assault – focusing on Bill Sikes.    

 Murder – how does murder make the reader feel about Bill Sikes?  

 Characters:  

 Fagin – his role as a master criminal Bill Sikes – comparing how violent his language and actions are to people and 
animals 

 Nancy – why does Nancy try and save Oliver even though it puts her in danger? Morality Is crime ever acceptable?   

 What can fear make people do? 

Spring 1 
 
 

 Literary Heritage – ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ by William Shakespeare Life in Elizabethan England:  

 Context and the role of women  

 The role of theatre as entertainment Life in ancient Athens:   

 The role of power and how people ruled in Ancient Greece  

 How family was different in Ancient Greece Shakespeare’s life:  

 Marriage and the life of Shakespeare in Elizabethan England A history of his writing The four lovers: Hermia; 
Helena; Lysander; Demetrius 

 Grammar for Writing - Using evidence; pronoun ambiguity, prepositional phrases; run-on sentences; punctuating 
speech 

Spring 2  Literary Heritage – ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ by William Shakespeare  

 The love potion:  What role does Puck play in the love potion? Is the love potion good or bad?  

 Elizabethan family: The role of parents in Elizabethan England What were the duties expected of children?  

 The form of a play: structure; stage directions; comedy 

Summer 1 
 

 Literary Heritage – Poetry Anthology Structure and the use of metaphor   

 Poetic forms: ballad; ode; haiku ‘The Tyger’  

 Grammar for Writing - Writing about unseen texts; temporal clauses; paragraphing; avoiding fragments; extended 
narrative writing 

Summer 2  Literary Heritage – Poetry Anthology Poetic forms: free verse 

 ‘The Eagle’ Lives of Tennyson and Blake, Phoebe Hesketh – how their lives and the times they lived in influenced 
their writing 

Home 
Learning 
 

 Students will receive homework at least once a week to consist of reading and comprehension questions; revision 
exercises; practise papers and questions; research 

Challenging 
our 
students 

 Students will be given wider reading for each of the units.  This will support my understanding of the texts and the 
contexts they were written in.   Knowledge organisers are given to students that they can revise from so they can 
extend learning. 

KS4 Exam 
Board 

 AQA 


