
 
 

English Academic Year Curriculum Overview 2019-20 

 

 

Term Year 8  

Autumn 1  Literary Heritage - ‘Sherlock Holmes’ by Arthur Conan Doyle  

 Why did the crime novel become popular during Victorian London?  

 How did advances in science and The Industrial Revolution begin to influence the way of thinking?  

 How does Doyle present the idea of having two sides to your personality? 

 Grammar and Writing (across Terms 1 and 2) – Apostrophes, possession, plurals. 

Autumn 2  Literary Heritage - ‘Sherlock Holmes’ by Arthur Conan Doyle  

 What is the role of Sherlock, and how does he help crime?  

 What is the role of Watson? 

 How did the media during Victorian London contribute to crime? 

 Who was Jack the Ripper?  

 Why would Holmes and Watson fascinate the readers during the time?  

Spring 1 
 
 

 Literary Heritage – ‘The Tempest’  by William Shakespeare 

 Context and the role of the monarchy  

 The relationship between Miranda and Ferdinand   

 The role of power and how it is used for good and bad  

 How is the idea of nature vs nurture presented 

 Grammar and writing: colons, semi colons, improving written accuracy 

Spring 2  Literary Heritage – ‘The Tempest’ by William Shakespeare  

 Caliban: To what extent is he a victim? 

 Elizabethan England and colonialism 

 What is a tragedy?  

Summer 1 
 

 Literary Heritage – ‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell 

 What are the different political systems and how do people govern? 

 Grammar for Writing  

Summer 2  Literary Heritage – ‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell 

 How is the idea of revolution presented? 

 What does Shakespeare aim to discuss about power? 

 Grammar for Writing 

Home 
Learning 
 

 Students will receive homework at least once a week to consist of reading and comprehension questions; revision 
exercises; practise papers and questions; research 

Challenging 
our 
students 

 Students will be given wider reading for each of the units.  This will support understanding of the texts and the 
contexts they were written in. Knowledge organisers are given to students that they can revise from so they can 
extend learning. 

KS4 Exam 
Board 

 AQA 


