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Section A Macbeth:  

Task 1: Define these key words for Macbeth and use them in a sentence about a character 
in the play:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Regicide                                            

Emasculate                                     

Vulnerable 

Subvert                                            

 Partnership 

Restrictive                                       

Manipulative 

Conniving  

Determination  

Insecurity  

Clandestine  

Longevity  

Reassurance  

Unparalleled  

Paranoia 

Gallant 

Megalomaniac                               

Tyrannical  

Supernatural                                    

 Hubris 

Loyalty                                             

 Deception  

Usurp                                               

Consumed  

Allegiance                                        

Autocratic  

Chivalry            

Fanatical  

Masculine                                       

 Hamartia  

Heroic                                             

Restoration   

Reinstatement 

Façade                                                               

 Apparition                                     

Commandeering 

Legacy                                         

Despotic 

Naivety                                        

Conscience  

Temptation                                

Repentance  

Ambition                                      

Judgment  

Ancestor                                       

 Plagued  

Femininity                                    

Torment  

Deceitful                          

Despotic                



 
 
 
 
 

Task 2: Key Information: Context for Macbeth (Take notes and make flashcards 
to remember) 
 
King James: Demonology (1597) 

King James published Demonology in 1597. This book made a large contribution to the wide spread witch mania and 
persecutions in England. James executed many in order to ensure the safety of the people that he ruled because he did 
not want Christianity to be destroyed. When Shakespeare wrote Macbeth in 1606, he knew that his audience would have 
felt a mixture of fear and fascination for the witches. 

The Gunpowder plot (1605) 

Macbeth’s murder plot is designed to echo James’s own escape from the Gunpowder plot and to subtly compliment him 
as the true King of England.  

King James 1 Bible (1607)  

King James initiated an English translation of the Christian Bible in 1607. The King James Version of the Bible had a 
significant impact on making religion accessible to more people.  

The Great Chain of Being (The Natural Order)  

Jacobeans believed that God set out an order for everything in the universe. This was known as the Great Chain of Being. 
On Earth, God created a social order for everybody and chose where you belonged. In other words, the king or queen was 
in charge because God put them there and they were only answerable to God (the Divine Right of Kings). This meant that 



 
 
 
 
 

disobeying the monarch was a sin, which was handy for keeping people in their place! It also led to the idea that if the 
wrong person was monarch everything would go wrong for a country, including whether the crops would be good, or if 
animals behaved as they should. 

The Typical Jacobean Female 

• A typical Jacobean female: Obeyed their husband’s every decision, so had no influence. 
• Was dominated by their father and then their husbands. 
• Was an avid follower of religion. Life is ruled by the traditions of Christianity. 
• Was completely against violence of any sorts 
• Had no say in the finer details of married life; money, land etc. 
• Was a mother & care giver 

 

Chivalric Behaviour  

Chivalry is typically known as Courteous and honourable behaviour, especially that of a man towards women. It also 
involves bravery and leadership, with a strong man being successful and taking control of every situation but always 
keeping their values and being respectful.  

 

Remember: Without context (AO3) in your writing, you cannot get the best grades!  
 



 
 
 
 
 

Key Scenes 

Act 1, Scene 2 Macbeth fights heroically in battle alongside Banquo; Duncan decrees that he will be rewarded with the title of Thane of Cawdor. 

Act 1, Scene 3 Three witches prophecise that Macbeth will become king; they prophecise that Banquo’s sons will become kings. 

Act 1, Scene 7 Macbeth has doubts about killing Duncan; Lady Macbeth’s intervention convinces him to go ahead and do the deed. 

Act 2, Scene 1 Just before killing Duncan, Macbeth hallucinates and sees a floating dagger that is dripping with blood. 

Act 2, Scene 2 Macbeth returns after killing Duncan; he believes that his hands will never be clean and that he will never sleep again. 

Act 2, Scene 3 Macduff discovers Duncan’s dead body; fearing for their lives, Malcolm and Donalbain decide to leave Scotland. 

Act 3, Scene 4 Macbeth hallucinates and sees Banquo’s ghost in his empty seat; Lady Macbeth takes control; Macbeth decides to see the witches again.  

Act 4, Scene 1 Macbeth sees the witches; they tell him to beware of Macduff. 

Act 5, Scene 3 Macbeth is isolated at Dunsinane Castle; Lady Macbeth has gone mad with guilt. 

Act 5, Scene 5 Macbeth is told that Lady Macbeth is dead; he is told that Birnam Wood appears to be moving towards Dunsinane. 

Key Characters Key Themes Historical Context 

Macbeth 
• Thane of Glamis; made Thane of Cawdor  
• Kills Duncan 
• Killed by Macduff. 

Ambition 
• Leads Macbeth to kill Duncan 
• Eventually destroys Macbeth (hamartia) 
• Also leads to Lady Macbeth’s suicide. 

Macbeth was most likely written 
in 1606, early in the reign of 
James I, who became king in 
1603.  He succeeded Elizabeth I.  
James I was Scottish. 

 
The play was first performed 

Lady Macbeth 
• Wife of Macbeth 
• Ambitious and ruthless 
• Goes mad and kills herself. 

Guilt 

• Represented by the blood on Macbeth’s 
hands 

• Represented by disturbed sleep 
• Leads to the death of Lady Macbeth. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Banquo 
• Macbeth’s friend and brother-in-arms 
• Father to Fleance 
• Killed at the order of Macbeth. 

Violence 

• Macbeth is a ruthless warrior 
• He feels a deep sense of guilt after killing 

Duncan 
• Macbeth hires murders. 

not long after the Gunpowder 
Plot.  Shakespeare shows how 
the murder of a king leads to 
guilt, madness and eventual 
destruction. 

 

It was commonly believed at the 
time that kings were appointed by 
‘divine right’ and were anointed by 
God. 

Macduff 
• Thane of Fife 
• Loyal to King Duncan 
• Kills Macbeth. 

Kingship 
• Duncan is a good king 
• Macbeth is a tyrant 
• Malcolm is eventually restored to the throne. 

Witches 
• Prophecise that Macbeth will be king  
• Prophecise that Banquo’s sons will be kings 
• Tell Macbeth to beware of Macduff. 

Appearances 
• Contrast between appearance and reality 
• Macbeth hallucinates twice 
• Macbeth and Lady Macbeth are unable to sleep. 



 
 
 
 
 

Task 3- Quote Test  
Write out the following quotes and give them 3 zooms and context.  
Organise them into the following themes: Ambition, Violence, Gender, 
Supernatural, Loyalty, Betrayal, Order, Fate, Security, guilt, relationships, 
Marriage, Regret, Conscience, Bravery, Leadership, Kingship, Order, Defeat, 
Manipulation, Love, Death, Evil, appearance vs reality.  (plus any other themes 
you can think of!) 
 

1) Captain about Macbeth: “unseam’d him from the nave to th’ chaps” 
2) Macbeth to Lady Macbeth: “Flase face must hide what false heart doth know”  
3) Banquo to Macbeth about the Witches: “oftentimes, to win us to our harm, the instruments of darkness 

tell us truths, win us with honest trifles, to betray's in deepest consequence” 
4) Lady Macbeth: “take my milk for gall, plucked it from my nipple, and dash’d its brains out” 
5) Old Man talking about Nature’s reaction after Duncan’s murder: 'Tis unnatural… A falcon, tow'ring in her pride of 

place, Was by a mousing owl hawked at and killed” 
6) Macduff on discovering Duncan’s body “O horror, horror, horror!” 
7) Lady Macbeth emasculating Macbeth at the banquet: “O proper stuff! This is the very painting you fear: This is 

the air drawn dagger, which you said, led you to Duncan.” 



 
 
 
 
 

8) Lady Macbeth: “All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten my little hand” 
9) Macbeth: “will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood clean from my hands?” 
10) Macbeth: “stars hide your fires let not light see my black and deep desires” 
11) Macduff: “o nation miserable, with an untitled tyrant, bloody sceptred” 
12) Lady Macbeth: “Come you spirits, unsex me here” 
13) Lady Macbeth: “Look like the innocent flower but be the serpent under’t” 
14) Macbeth: “false face must hide what false heart doth know” 
15) Duncan to Macbeth: “I begun to plant thee and make thee full of growing” 
16) Macbeth: “full of scorpions is my mind dear wife” 
17) Macbeth: “I have no spur to prick my intent, only vaulting ambition” 
18) Macbeth to Lady Macbeth “we will proceed no further in this business” 
19) Lay Macbeth about Macbeth: “I fear thy nature is too full of the milk of human kindness” 
20) The Witches and Macbeth: “none of woman born Shall harm Macbeth" 
21) Angus speaking about Macbeth: “hang loose about him like a giant's robe upon a dwarfish thief” 
22) Macbeth: “Blood will have blood”  
23) Lady Macbeth to herself “Out, damned spot out! out, I say” 
24) Macbeth speaking as he sees Birnam Woods moving: “Out, out, brief candle! Life's but a walking shadow… and   

then is heard no more” 
25) Malcom in his first speech as King: What’s more to do, Which would be planted newly with the time… That fled 

the snares of watchful tyranny, Of this dead butcher and his fiendlike queen” 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Assessment Style Questions: 
ACT 1 SCENE 2. A camp near Forres. 

Alarum within. Enter DUNCAN, MALCOLM, DONALBAIN, LENNOX, with Attendants, meeting a bleeding Sergeant 
MALCOLM 
This is the sergeant 
Who like a good and hardy soldier fought 
'Gainst my captivity. Hail, brave friend! 
Say to the king the knowledge of the broil 
As thou didst leave it. 
Sergeant 
Doubtful it stood; 
As two spent swimmers, that do cling together 
And choke their art. The merciless Macdonwald-- 
Worthy to be a rebel, for to that 
The multiplying villanies of nature 
Do swarm upon him--from the western isles 
Of kerns and gallowglasses is supplied; 
And fortune, on his damned quarrel smiling, 
Show'd like a rebel's whore: but all's too weak: 
For brave Macbeth--well he deserves that name-- 
Disdaining fortune, with his brandish'd steel, 
Which smoked with bloody execution, 
Like valour's minion carved out his passage 
Till he faced the slave; 
Which ne'er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him, 
Till he unseam'd him from the nave to the chaps, 
And fix'd his head upon our battlements. 
 

Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present 
Macbeth as a heroic character? 

• How Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a hero in 
this extract 

• How Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a hero in 
the play as a whole 

 



 
 
 
 
 

ACT 1 SCENE 4 

 
DUNCAN 
There's no art 
To find the mind's construction in the face: 
He was a gentleman on whom I built 
An absolute trust. 

Enter MACBETH, BANQUO, ROSS, and ANGUS 

O worthiest cousin! 
The sin of my ingratitude even now 
Was heavy on me: thou art so far before 
That swiftest wing of recompense is slow 
To overtake thee. Would thou hadst less deserved, 
That the proportion both of thanks and payment 
Might have been mine! only I have left to say, 
More is thy due than more than all can pay. 
MACBETH 
The service and the loyalty I owe, 
In doing it, pays itself. Your highness' part 
Is to receive our duties; and our duties 
Are to your throne and state children and servants, 
Which do but what they should, by doing every thing 
Safe toward your love and honour. 
DUNCAN 
Welcome hither: 
I have begun to plant thee, and will labour 
To make thee full of growing. Noble Banquo, 
That hast no less deserved, nor must be known 
No less to have done so, let me enfold thee 
And hold thee to my heart. 

Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present 
Kingship? 

• How Shakespeare presents kingship in this extract 
• How Shakespeare presents kingship in the play as a 

whole 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
ACT 1 SCENE 5 
 
LADY MACBETH 
The raven himself is hoarse 
That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 
Under my battlements. Come, you spirits 
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, 
And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full 
Of direst cruelty! make thick my blood; 
Stop up the access and passage to remorse, 
That no compunctious visitings of nature 
Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between 
The effect and it! Come to my woman's breasts, 
And take my milk for gall, you murdering ministers, 
Wherever in your sightless substances 
You wait on nature's mischief! Come, thick night, 
And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hell, 
That my keen knife see not the wound it makes, 
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark, 
To cry 'Hold, hold!' 
 

Enter MACBETH 

Great Glamis! worthy Cawdor! 
Greater than both, by the all-hail hereafter! 
Thy letters have transported me beyond 
This ignorant present, and I feel now 
The future in the instant. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present 
Lady Macbeth? 

• How Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this 
extract 

• How Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in the 
play as a whole 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

ACT 1 SCENE 7 
 
MACBETH 
We will proceed no further in this business: 
He hath honour'd me of late; and I have bought 
Golden opinions from all sorts of people, 
Which would be worn now in their newest gloss, 
Not cast aside so soon. 
LADY MACBETH 
Was the hope drunk 
Wherein you dress'd yourself? hath it slept since? 
And wakes it now, to look so green and pale 
At what it did so freely? From this time 
Such I account thy love. Art thou afeard 
To be the same in thine own act and valour 
As thou art in desire? Wouldst thou have that 
Which thou esteem'st the ornament of life, 
And live a coward in thine own esteem, 
Letting 'I dare not' wait upon 'I would,' 
Like the poor cat i' the adage?  
MACBETH 
Prithee, peace: 
I dare do all that may become a man; 
Who dares do more is none. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present 
the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth? 

• How Shakespeare presents the relationship 
between Macbeth and  Lady Macbeth in this 
extract 

• How Shakespeare presents the relationship 
between Macbeth and  Lady Macbeth in the play 
as a whole 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

ACT 4 SCENE 3 
 
MALCOLM 
But I have none: the king-becoming graces, 
As justice, verity, temperance, stableness, 
Bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness, 
Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude, 
I have no relish of them, but abound 
In the division of each several crime, 
Acting it many ways. Nay, had I power, I should 
Pour the sweet milk of concord into hell, 
Uproar the universal peace, confound 
All unity on earth. 
MACDUFF 
O Scotland, Scotland! 
MALCOLM 
If such a one be fit to govern, speak: 
I am as I have spoken. 
MACDUFF 
Fit to govern! 
No, not to live. O nation miserable, 
With an untitled tyrant bloody-scepter'd,  
When shalt thou see thy wholesome days again, 
Since that the truest issue of thy throne 
By his own interdiction stands accursed, 
And does blaspheme his breed? Thy royal father 
Was a most sainted king: the queen that bore thee, 
Oftener upon her knees than on her feet, 
Died every day she lived. Fare thee well! 
These evils thou repeat'st upon thyself 
Have banish'd me from Scotland. O my breast, 
Thy hope ends here! 

Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present 
Macduff? 

• How Shakespeare presents Macduff in this extract 
• How Shakespeare presents Macduff in the play as a 

whole 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Section B A Christmas Carol:  

Task 1: Define these key words for A Christmas Carol and use them in a sentence about a 
character in the text:   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantankerous                                            

Isolated                                    

Vulnerable 

Intimidating                                          

Partnership 

Oppressive                                       

Solitary 

Conniving  

Fearful 

Laissez Faire 

Charitable  

Monomaniac  

Supercilious 

Paranoia 

Apparition 

Purgatory                       

Supernatural                                    

Hubris 

Loyalty                                             

Selfish 

Obnoxious                                               

Consumed                                     

Disengaged 

Ignorance          

Squalor                                     

Reformed 

Enslaved                                            

Pariah 

Reflection 

Segregation              

Façade 

Loathsome                                                 

Unrequited                                    

Abandonment 

Eternal 

Optimistic                                        

Morality 

Morose                                  

Conscience                                

Repentance  

Altruistic                                   

Judgment  

Philanthropic                                       

Reclusive 

Defenceless 

Sceptical 

Pessimistic                         

Equality              



 
 
 
 
 

Task 2: Plot summary  

 Stave Events 

Stave 1 - Scrooge 
receives a 
warning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• It’s Christmas Eve and Ebeneezer Scrooge and his clerk Bob Cratchit are still working. 
• Scrooge’s nephew Fred enters to wish everyone a 'Merry Christmas' and invites Scrooge to Christmas dinner to 

which he refuses. 
• Scrooge returns home in the evening, where his dead business partner’s ghost. Marley appears. This is through 

his door knocker and then he appears in his bedroom to warn him that he will be visited by three ghosts and they 
will be his only chance of saving himself from punishment after death. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Takes Scrooge to the village he grew up in to see himself spending one Christmas alone 
• He also shows him a happier Christmas when his sister, Fan came to take him home for Christmas. 
• Sees a party organised by his old boss, Fezziwig and the break-up of his engagement with Belle 
• He sees Belle’s new life and family - the life he could of had 
• Scrooge struggles with the ghost to make the visions stop because he is hurt by them. 

Stave 2 - The ghost 
of Christmas past 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 Stave 3 - The ghost of Christmas 
present 
 
 
 
 
 

• They visit the Cratchit house where he learns Tiny Tim will die in the near future if things do 
not change 

• Travel the world visiting sailors and miners and how they celebrate Christmas 
• They visit Fred's house and see the guests making fun of Scrooge 
• The ghost reveals two children under his cloak, Ignorance and want and warns Scrooge to 

beware of them 
 
 
 

• Shows Scrooge peoples reaction to an unknown man’s death as they sell his clothes and 
mock the man’s life. 

• Shows Scrooge a world without Tiny Tim in it and the effect this has had on his family. 
• They travel to the graveyard and discover the dead man on the grave is Scrooge. 
• Scrooge promises to change his ways and honour the spirit of Christmas. 

Stave 4 - The ghost of Christmas yet 
to come 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Stave 5 - The new Scrooge • It’s Christmas day 
• Scrooge has completely changed and rights all his wrongdoings from stave 1 
• Scrooge gives Bob a pay rise and we are told that Tiny Tim will survive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Task 3: Key Information: Context for A Christmas Carol (Take notes and make 
flashcards to remember) 
 

Summary of Context:  

• Charles Dickens was born in 1812. 
• At a young age, his father was imprisoned for debt, so Dickens had to work in a factory to gain extra money for his 

family. 
• Dickens was very passionate about the poor and used his novels to highlight the socio-economic problems in society 

during his time. 
• Charles Dickens was born in 1812. 
• At a young age, his father was imprisoned for debt, so Dickens had to work in a factory to gain extra money for his 

family. 
• Dickens was very passionate about the poor and used his novels to highlight the socio-economic problems in society 

during his time.  
• Charles Dickens was born in 1812. 
• At a young age, his father was imprisoned for debt, so Dickens had to work in a factory to gain extra money for his 

family. 
• Dickens was very passionate about the poor and used his novels to highlight the socio-economic problems in society 

during his time.  



 
 
 
 
 

• Dickens is attacking the Laissez Faire government- the belief that the government leave people alone and do not get 
involved with issues in society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Task 4- Quote Test  
Write out the following quotes and give them 3 zooms and context.  
Organise them into the following themes: Poverty, loneliness, family, 
supernatural, greed, anger, sadness, regret, change, Christmas Spirit, love, 
happiness, charity, power, weakness, innocence and exploitation. (Plus any other 
themes you can think of!) 
 

1. Narrator: ‘A squeezing, wrenching, grasping,scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner!’ 
2. Narrator: "Hard and sharp as a flint...solitary as an oyster.” 
3. Scrooge: “Are there no prisons? Are there no workhouses?” 
4. Scrooge: “If they would rather die, they had better do it and decrease the surplus population” 
5. Narrator about Marley’s chain: "Cash-boxes, keys, padlocks, ledgers, deeds and heavy purses" 
6. Narrator: "A solitary child, neglected by his friends, is left there still." 
7. Scrooge about Fezziwig: “The happiness he gives is quite as great as if it cost a fortune.” 
8. Belle: “Another idol has displaced me... a golden one” 
9. Belle: “Our contract is an old one” 
10. Belle: “I have seen your nobler aspirations fall off, until the master passion, Gain engrosses you” 
11. Mrs Cratchit: “Mr Scrooge. I’d give him a piece of my mind. An odious, stingy, hard, unfeeling man” 
12. The Ghost of Christmas Present: “They are Man’s. This boy is Ignorance. This girl is Want. Beware for I see that written which is 

Doom.” 
13. Narrator: ‘The phantom slowly, gravely, silently approached’ 
14. Narrator: ‘It was shrouded in a deep black garment, which concealed its head, its face, its form’ 



 
 
 
 
 

15. Scrooge: "I am as light as a feather, I am as happy as an angel, I am as merry as a school boy" 
16. “There are some upon this Earth of yours, who lay claim to know us, and who do their deeds of passion, pride, ill-will, hatred, envy, 

bigotry, and selfishness in our name” 
17. “They were happy, grateful, pleased with one another, and contented with the time” 
18. “Two children; wretched, abject, frightful, hideous, miserable” 
19. “Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish; but prostrate, too, in their humility” 
20. “The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently approached” 
21. “The shops and houses wretched; the people half-naked, drunken, slipshod, ugly”...The whole quarter reeked with crime, with filth, 

and misery” 
22. “Spirit … I see, I see. The case of this unhappy man might be my own. My life tends that way, now. Merciful Heaven, what is this?” 
23. “Walled in by houses; overrun by grass and weeds, the growth of vegetation’s death, not life; choked up with too much burying; fat 

with repleted appetite. A worthy place!” 
24. “I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future” 
25. “Holding up his hands in a last prayer to have his fate aye reversed” 
26. “Make up the fires, and buy another coal-scuttle before you dot another I, Bob Cratchit!” 
27. “May that be truly said of us, and all of us! And so, as Tiny Tim observed, God Bless Us, Every One!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol  
Read this extract from A Christmas Carol and then answer the question that follows.  
 
In this extract, Scrooge is reaching the end of his journey and the Ghost of Christmas yet to Come is about to leave. 

 

“Spirit!” he cried, tight clutching at its robe, “hear me! I am not the man I was. I will not be the man I must have been but for this intercourse. Why 
show me this, if I am past all hope!” 
For the first time the hand appeared to shake. 
“Good Spirit,” he pursued, as down upon the ground he fell before it: “Your nature intercedes for me, and pities me. Assure me that I yet may 
change these shadows you have shown me, by an altered life!” 
The kind hand trembled. 
“I will honour Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. I will live in the Past, the Present, and the Future. The Spirits of all Three shall 
strive within me. I will not shut out the lessons that they teach. Oh, tell me I may sponge away the writing on this stone!” 
In his agony, he caught the spectral hand. It sought to free itself, but he was strong in his entreaty, and detained it. The Spirit, stronger yet, repulsed 
him. 
Holding up his hands in a last prayer to have his fate reversed, he saw an alteration in the Phantom’s hood and dress. It shrunk, collapsed, and dwindled down 
into a bedpost. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens show the attitudes of the characters? 
Write about:  
• how Dickens presents Scrooge’s changed attitude in this extract  
• how Dickens presents the attitudes of any other characters in the novel. 
[30 marks] 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol  
Read this extract from A Christmas Carol and then answer the question that follows.  
 
In this extract, Scrooge is being shown the vision of the future where the Cratchit family have lost Tiny Tim.. 

She hurried out to meet him; and little Bob in his comforter—he had need of it, poor fellow—came in. His tea was ready for him on the hob, and 
they all tried who should help him to it most. Then the two young Cratchits got upon his knees and laid, each child a little cheek, against his face, 
as if they said, “Don’t mind it, father. Don’t be grieved!” 

Bob was very cheerful with them, and spoke pleasantly to all the family. He looked at the work upon the table, and praised the industry and speed 
of Mrs. Cratchit and the girls. They would be done long before Sunday, he said. 
“Sunday! You went to-day, then, Robert?” said his wife. 

“Yes, my dear,” returned Bob. “I wish you could have gone. It would have done you good to see how green a place it is. But you’ll see it often. I 
promised him that I would walk there on a Sunday. My little, little child!” cried Bob. “My little child!” 

He broke down all at once. He couldn’t help it. If he could have helped it, he and his child would have been farther apart perhaps than they were. 
 

 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present the Cratchit family in A Christmas Carol?  
Write about:  
• how Dickens presents the family and their thoughts/feelings in this extract  
• how Dickens presents the family in the novel as a whole.  
 
[30 marks] 

 

Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol  



 
 
 
 
 

Read this extract from the start of A Christmas Carol and then answer the question that follows.  
In this extract, Scrooge has been asked to donate some money to charity – he has refused. 

 

“Nothing!” Scrooge replied. 
“You wish to be anonymous?” 

“I wish to be left alone,” said Scrooge. “Since you ask me what I wish, gentlemen, that is my answer. I don’t make merry myself at Christmas and I 
can’t afford to make idle people merry. I help to support the establishments I have mentioned—they cost enough; and those who are badly off 
must go there.” 

“Many can’t go there; and many would rather die.” 
“If they would rather die,” said Scrooge, “they had better do it, and decrease the surplus population. Besides—excuse me—I don’t know that.” 

“But you might know it,” observed the gentleman. 

“It’s not my business,” Scrooge returned. “It’s enough for a man to understand his own business, and not to interfere with other people’s. Mine 
occupies me constantly. Good afternoon, gentlemen!” 
Seeing clearly that it would be useless to pursue their point, the gentlemen withdrew. Scrooge resumed his labours with an improved opinion of 
himself, and in a more facetious temper than was usual with him. 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens portray cruelty in A Christmas Carol?  
Write about:  
• how Dickens presents Scrooge in this extract  
• how Dickens presents cruelty and meanness  in the novel as a whole.  
 
[30 marks] 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol  
Read this extract from A Christmas Carol and then answer the question that follows.  
 
In this extract, Scrooge is meeting the Ghost of Christmas Present. 

 

Scrooge entered timidly, and hung his head before this Spirit. He was not the dogged Scrooge he had been; and though the Spirit’s eyes were clear 
and kind, he did not like to meet them. 

“I am the Ghost of Christmas Present,” said the Spirit. “Look upon me!” 
Scrooge reverently did so. It was clothed in one simple green robe, or mantle, bordered with white fur. This garment hung so loosely on the figure, 
that its capacious breast was bare, as if disdaining to be warded or concealed by any artifice. Its feet, observable beneath the ample folds of the 
garment, were also bare; and on its head it wore no other covering than a holly wreath, set here and there with shining icicles. Its dark brown 
curls were long and free; free as its genial face, its sparkling eye, its open hand, its cheery voice, its unconstrained demeanour, and its joyful air. 
Girded round its middle was an antique scabbard; but no sword was in it, and the ancient sheath was eaten up with rust. 
 

 

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present the ghosts in A Christmas Carol?  
Write about:  
• how Dickens presents this ghost.  
• how Dickens presents any of the ghosts in the novel as a whole.  
 
[30 marks] 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol  
Read this extract from A Christmas Carol and then answer the question that follows.  
 
In this extract, Scrooge ties to get rid of the light shining from the Ghost of Christmas Past. 

 

“Spirit!” said Scrooge in a broken voice, “remove me from this place.” 
“I told you these were shadows of the things that have been,” said the Ghost. “That they are what they are, do not blame me!” 

“Remove me!” Scrooge exclaimed, “I cannot bear it!” 

He turned upon the Ghost, and seeing that it looked upon him with a face, in which in some strange way there were fragments of all the faces it 
had shown him, wrestled with it. 
“Leave me! Take me back. Haunt me no longer!” 

In the struggle, if that can be called a struggle in which the Ghost with no visible resistance on its own part was undisturbed by any effort of its 
adversary, Scrooge observed that its light was burning high and bright; and dimly connecting that with its influence over him, he seized the 
extinguisher-cap, and by a sudden action pressed it down upon its head. 
The Spirit dropped beneath it, so that the extinguisher covered its whole form; but though Scrooge pressed it down with all his force, he could not 
hide the light: which streamed from under it, in an unbroken flood upon the ground. 

He was conscious of being exhausted, and overcome by an irresistible drowsiness; and, further, of being in his own bedroom. He gave the cap a 
parting squeeze, in which his hand relaxed; and had barely time to reel to bed, before he sank into a heavy sleep. 
 

Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present shock and anger in A Christmas Carol?  
Write about:  
• how Dickens presents Scrooge and his reactions in this extract  
• how Dickens presents shock and/ or anger in the novel as a whole.  
 
[30 marks] 
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