
Lesson 1: Why did religion help to cause the English Civil War? 
 
Learning Objectives:  
 
What did people believe in 17th century England? 
What did Charles I believe? 
How did Charles I’s actions increase religious tension? 
 
 
 

 
   
   
TASK: My sentence which includes the word ‘tension’:  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Key Knowledge: 
 
By the time of Charles I’s reign, England was a Protestant country. The official church was 
the Church of England. 
However, there were still serious religious tensions. Many powerful people in England, 
including many MPs, were Puritans, who did not believe that the Church of England was 
Protestant enough. 
Puritans were extremely anti-Catholic, and very suspicious of any attempts to make the 
Church of England more like the Catholic Church. 



Charles I was not a Puritan, and this caused serious tension between the King and some of 
his enemies in Parliament. 
 

Student Activity: Why did religion help to cause the English Civil War? 

 
Read the sheet below on Charles I and religion, and answer the questions. 
 

By Charles I’s time, many powerful men in England, including many 
MPs, were Puritans. Puritans believed that people should be free to 
worship however they liked, without being told what to do by the 
Church. They did not want Bishops to have power over people’s 
beliefs. They hated the Catholic Church, and believed that churches 
and services should be simple. 
 

1) What did Puritans believe? 

Charles I was not a Puritan, and did not believe that the Church of 
England’s churches and services should be simple. He loved the 
elaborate ceremonies of the Church, and expected English people to 
follow its beliefs and services exactly. 
 

2) What did Charles I believe? 

Charles was not a Catholic. However, he did marry a Catholic – the 
French princess, Henrietta Maria. His wife continued to worship as a 
Catholic, and was allowed to have her own Catholic priests at Court. 
This angered the Puritans in Parliament, as they believed Charles was 
too sympathetic to Catholics. Some even suspected Charles of being a 
secret Catholic. 
 

3) Why did Charles’s marriage anger 
Puritans? 

Charles supported the reforms of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
William Laud, who was the most important Bishop in the Church of 
England. Laud wanted to make church services more elaborate, and 
believed that everyone should be made to worship in the same way. He 
introduced rules that made priests wear the correct robes and follow the 
exact words of the Prayer Book.  
 

4) What did Archbishop Laud do? 

The Puritans in Parliament hated Laud, as they believed people should 
be left alone to worship how they liked. They suspected him of wanting 
to bring back the Catholic Church. They were also shocked by his 
treatment of those who did not go along with his reforms. He had 
people taken to court and punished. In 1637, three Puritans had their 
ears cut off for not following Laud’s rules for church worship. 
 

4) Why did the Puritans hate Archbishop 
Laud? 

Religion created serious problems for Charles in Scotland, where he 
was also the King. The Scottish Church was Puritan, and had always 
used different church services from those in England. Charles wanted 
all his subjects to worship in the same way. In 1637 he ordered the 
Scots to use a new Prayer Book like the one used in England. Scots 
objected, and in 1638 they rose up against Charles’s religious reforms. 
As part of their rebellion, the Scots invaded and occupied parts of 
northern England. 
 

5) Why did the Scots rebel in 1638? 



In need of money for an army to fight the Scottish rebellion, Charles had 
no option but to call Parliament. Knowing that the King needed them to 
grant taxes, the Puritans in Parliament took their opportunity to insist 
that Charles reversed his religious reforms. He was forced to agree to 
abandon Archbishop’s Laud’s rules for the Church and its services. 
Parliament even had Laud arrested, and sent to the Tower of London.   

6) How did the Puritans take advantage of 
events in Scotland? 

 
 
 
 
 
We have said that you can think of the English Civil War as a fire that ignited in 1642. 
 
By 1642, the long-term causes had made the temperature in England rise. All that was 
needed to light the fire of war was a spark. 
When Charles recalled Parliament, the actions taken by Parliament provided the spark. 
 
 
 

 
 
Re-cap and Background: KQ1 – Why was Parliament re-called? 
The Scottish rebellion against Charles’s religious reforms created disaster for the King. 
In 1640 the Scots invaded northern England. Charles needed an army to fight back, and 
therefore needed money. 
He could no longer avoid calling Parliament. In 1640, Parliament was recalled. Because this 
Parliament lasted from 1640 to 1660, it is known as the Long Parliament. 
Once Parliament was recalled, Charles’s enemies, led by the Puritan MP, John Pym, began 
attempting to reverse the things Charles had done during the ‘11 Years of Tyranny’. 
 

Stretch: What do you think was more important to Charles’s enemies in Parliament – money or religion? Explain your answer. 

Challenge: Why was Parliament able to remove Laud and imprison him when it was recalled in 1640? Why couldn’t Charles 
stop this?



Key Knowledge: What did the Long Parliament do? 
Charles’s enemies, led by John Pym, wanted to weaken the King. 
They wanted to reverse what they saw as the wrongs of the ‘11 Years of Tyranny’. 
Parliament started to make laws that made the King weaker in 3 ways: 
1) Power – end the ‘Divine Right of Kings’ and make Parliament stronger. 
2) Money – stop Charles raising taxes without Parliament’s agreement. 
3) Faith – reverse the religious reforms of Archbishop Laud. 
Charles was not willing to accept such attacks on his rule – the stage was set for war 
between the King and Parliament. 
 
Student Activity: 
The worksheet tells you what actions were taken by John Pym and Charles’s enemies in 
Parliament. 
Read through them and decide whether they link to: 

1) Power 
2) Money 
3) Faith 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Key Knowledge: 
 
At first Charles agreed to Parliament’s demands. He needed Parliament to give him money 
to fight the Scottish rebellion. 
But Parliament demanded too much. Charles believed it was attacking the Divine Right of 
Kings. He would not allow it to reduce his power, stop him raising taxes, and reverse his 
reforms of the Church. 
Charles decided he needed to get rid of his enemies in Parliament. On 4 January 1642, 
Charles marched into Parliament with a group of armed men, and demanded the arrest of 5 
MPs, including John Pym. 
He was too late – the MPs had been warned, and had gone into hiding. 
Civil War was now close. Charles and his supporters began to raise an army, and his enemies 
in Parliament began raising their own army. 
On 23 October 1642, the Royalists and Parliamentarians fought each other in the Battle of 
Edgehill – the first major battle of the English Civil War. 
 
 
Student Activity: 
 
Write a PEE paragraph answering the following question: 
How did the events of the Long Parliament lead to the outbreak of the English Civil War? 
 
Sentence Starters: 
Point: “The events of the Long Parliament led to the outbreak of the English Civil War 
because....” 
Evidence: “Parliament demanded that...” 
“Charles was no longer allowed...” 
“Charles was not willing to accept...” 
Explanation: “This led to…” 
 
 
 
Homework:  
 
How did religion cause tension between Charles I and parliament? 
(2 x PEE paragraph) 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Lesson 2: Who fought in the Civil War? 
 

Learning Objectives: 
 
 Who were the Roundheads? 
Who were the Cavaliers? 
Why would people support each side? 
 
 

 
 
TASK: My sentence which includes the word ‘royalist’:  

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Knowledge Test: 

1. At the time of Charles I’s reign, what was the main power that Parliament had?  
2. What was the name for the belief that no one could challenge the power of the 

King? 
3. Which two countries did Charles fight wars against in the 1620s? 
4. What did Parliament make Charles sign in 1628 to try and restrict his power? 
5. What did Charles do to Parliament in 1629? 
6. Which tax did Charles make the whole country pay in 1635 ? 



7. What did Charles try to make rich people pay for? 
8. What happened to those who did not pay the money Charles asked for ? 
9. What is the name for the period when Charles ruled without calling Parliament? 
10. Why did Charles have no choice but to recall Parliament in 1640? 

 

 

 
Independent Activity: Primary Sources 
Look at the primary accounts below, from people who were alive during the Civil War. 
Decide who you think they would have supported and why. 
Stretch: Why might someone not want to fight?   
 



 
 
 

Person Explanation WHY 

1.  Edmund Ludlow  
The nation was forced to take arms in defence of its laws, openly 
and dishonestly broken by the king.   

He had made it the chief business of his reign to take away the 
rights of the people, raising taxes by different tricks without the 
agreement of Parliament; encouraging a wrong religion…  
Knowing that the Parliament was the most likely way to put right 
what was wrong, he tried to stop them meeting.   

I thought it my duty as an Englishman, given my age and my 
energy, when my father asked me to do so, to serve in the 
Parliament's army.  I thought the justice of the cause I took up so 
obvious that I could not think that many of the people would be 
such enemies to themselves as not to help.  

 

 

2.  Lord Paget  
It may seem strange that I, who in the beginning of this 
Parliament supported with all zeal a reformation of all the wrongs 
in the Church and country, should now in this time of such great 
danger, desert the cause…   

But when I found a preparation of arms against the king…  I 
rather decided to obey a good conscience than any selfish ideas, 
and I am now on my way to His Majesty, where I will throw 
myself down at his feet, and die a loyal subject. 

 

 

3.  Sir Edmund Verney    
I have eaten the king's bread and served him near thirty years, 
and will not do so bad a thing as to forsake him; and chose 
rather to lose my life (which I am sure I shall do) to defend things 
which are against my conscience; for I tell you freely — I have no 
respect for bishops.  

 

 



4.  Sir Thomas Knyvett    
Oh! Sweete hart, I am now in a great confusion what to doe.  
Walking this other morning at Westminster, Sir John Potts 
saluted me with an order of Parliament to take upon me my 
companye and command againe.   

I was surpris'd what to doe, whether to take or to refuse.  'Twas 
no place to argue, so I tooke it, and asked some time to think 
about it.  I had not receiv'd this many howers, but the King sent 
me an order point blanck to refuse it...    

Poore King, he grows still more in hatred heer every day than 
other; and no wonder when the worshipp of the King of Kings 
comes to be superstition and idollatries.   

Deer wife, I wish my selfe safe in thy arms every night most 
cordially, and all the Potts in Christendome shall not keep me 
from thee long.  

 

 

 
 
 
Student Task: Who fought in the English Civil War? 
 
Sentence starters 
 
The Cavaliers fought in the English Civil War for the Royalists. 
They supported Charles I as… 
This meant that… 
Therefore, …. 
 
Homework:  
 
How did Charles I lose control of his kingdom? 
Answer the following two questions in your book. Write no more than 2 sentences for each 
question: 

1) What were Charles I’s religious beliefs? 
2) Why did Puritans disagree with Charles’s religious reforms? 

Charles I was beheaded by Parliament on 27th March 1649, the Parliamentarians were 
predominately Puritans.  
3) What role do you think religion played in Charles losing his kingdom? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 3: What was the New Model Army and why was it so 
successful?  

 
Learning Objectives: 
 
Who was fighting in the English Civil War?  
What were the strengths of the New Model Army? 
What was the pivotal factor in the success of the New Model Army? 
 
 



 
 
TASK: My sentence which includes the word ‘standing army’:  

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



 
PAR Reading (below) 
 

• We will read the information on the English Civil War and the New Model Army  
• Stop and Jot: Identify the following Key words, dates, people, facts etc.  
• The aim is to gain knowledge to help answer the three key questions 

 

At the beginning of the Civil War, Parliament relied on 
soldiers recruited by large landowners who supported 
their cause. In February 1645, Parliament decided to form 
a new army of professional soldiers. This army of 
22,000 men became known as the New Model Army. Its 
commander-in-chief was General Thomas Fairfax, 
while Oliver Cromwell was put in charge of its cavalry. 

What was different about the New Model Army? 
 
 
How big was the New Model Army? 

Members of the New Model Army received proper 
military training and by the time they went into battle 
they were very well-disciplined. In the past, people 
became officers because they came from powerful and 
wealthy families. In the New Model Army men were 
promoted when they showed themselves to be good 
soldiers.  

What made them good soldiers? 

Oliver Cromwell thought it was very important that 
soldiers in the New Model Army believed strongly in 
what they were fighting for. Where possible he recruited 
men who, like him, held strong Puritan views and the 
New Model Army went into battle singing psalms, 
convinced that God was on their side. 

What did many of the soldiers have in common? 



The New Model Army took part in its first major battle just 
outside the village of Naseby in Northamptonshire on 
14 June 1645. The battle began when Prince Rupert led 
a charge against the left wing of the parliamentary 
cavalry which scattered and Rupert's men then gave 
chase (followed them). 

Where was its first major battle? 

While this was going on Cromwell launched an attack 
on the left wing of the royalist cavalry. This was also 
successful and the royalists that survived the initial 
charge fled (ran away) from the battlefield.  

What happened? 

While some of Cromwell's cavalry gave chase, the 
majority were ordered to attack the now unprotected 
flanks of the infantry (soldiers on foot). Charles I was 
waiting with 1,200 men in reserve. Instead of ordering 
them forward to help his infantry he decided to retreat. 
Without support from the cavalry (soldiers on horseback), 
the royalist infantry realised their task was impossible 
and surrendered. 

What did Charles do? 
 
 
 
What did his infantry do? 

By the time Prince Rupert's cavalry returned to the 
battlefield the fighting had ended. Rupert's cavalry 
horses were exhausted after their long chase and were 
not in a fit state to take on Cromwell's cavalry. Rupert had 
no option but to ride off in search of Charles I. 

Why couldn’t Prince Rupert attack Cromwell? 

The battle was a disaster for the king. About 1,000 of his 
men had been killed, while another 4,500 of his most 
experienced men had been taken prisoner. The 
Parliamentary forces were also able to capture the 
Royalist baggage train that contained his complete 
stock of guns and ammunition. 

Why was the battle a disaster for the king? 

The Battle of Naseby was the turning point in the war. 
After Naseby, Charles was never able to raise another 
army strong enough to defeat the parliamentary army in 
a major battle. 

Why was the Battle of Naseby a turning point? 

 
Why was the New Model Army so successful? 
Point: What was the main reason for the success of the New Model Army? The main reason 
for the New Model Army’s success was… 
Evidence: What detailed knowledge can you include to show this was important?  For 
example… This is shown… 
Explanation: How did this help them to be successful? This meant that… Therefore 
 
Challenge: What were the weaknesses of the Royalists? 
 
 

Homework: PAR READING 
 
Read through the events of the Civil War. For each date you need to 



decide how likely the execution of Charles I seemed. 

1642  

The Civil War began between the armies of the King and Parliament. 
The first major battle was fought at Edgehill. 3000 men were killed but 
there was no clear winner. 
Even after war began, Parliament was still keen to negotiate with the King about how 
England was to be governed in future. Parliament wanted Charles to stay as King but also 
wanted him to call regular meetings of Parliament and to allow Parliament a part in choosing 
ministers and policies. Eg. It was unlikely that Charles would be executed as Parliament still 
wanted to negotiate and reason with the King over the need to call parliament more 
frequently. 
 

1643  

The King’s armies controlled most of the north and south-west of 
England. Charles seemed to have the best chance of winning the war. 
Parliament was still keen to negotiate with the King about how England was to be governed 
in future.  Parliament still wanted Charles to stay as King but also wanted him to call regular 
meetings of Parliament and to allow Parliament a part in choosing ministers and policies.  

1644  

A large Scottish army marched south to reinforce Parliament’s armies. 
Together they beat the royal army at the battle of Marston Moor. Now 
Parliament controlled most of the north of England. 

Parliament was keen to win the war quickly so they could force the king to negotiate about 
how England was to be governed in future. Parliament still wanted Charles to stay as King 
but also wanted him to call regular meetings of Parliament and to allow Parliament a part in 
choosing ministers and policies.  

1645  

Parliament took big steps towards victory. Parliament’s army won the 
battle of Naseby, taking control of the Midlands, and also won control of 
the south-west.  
Parliament was now confident it could force the king to negotiate about how England was to 
be governed in future. Parliament’s aims had not changed much since the beginning of the 



war. It still wanted Charles to stay as King but also wanted him to call regular meetings of 
Parliament and to allow Parliament a part in choosing ministers and policies.  
 

1646  

King Charles surrendered. Parliament had won. 

Parliament did not force Charles to agree to its demands even though it had won. It 
continued to negotiate with the king about how England was to be governed in future. 
Parliament’s aims had not changed much since the beginning of the war. It still wanted 
Charles to stay as King but also wanted him to call regular meetings of Parliament and to 
allow Parliament a part in choosing ministers and policies.  
 

1647  

Charles was held prisoner for most of the year but escaped in 
November. 

Parliament continued to negotiate with the king about how England was to be governed in 
future. Parliament still wanted Charles to stay as King but also wanted him to call regular 
meetings of Parliament and to allow Parliament a part in choosing ministers and policies. 
Charles rejected Parliament’s peace terms because he thought most people were on his 
side and that he had a chance to restart the war and win. 

September 1648 

Charles had restarted the war – the Second Civil War – but was quickly 
beaten. 
Parliament debated what to do next and voted for continuing to negotiate with Charles. 
However some MPs and the Army commanders objected to Parliament’s plans. They 
believed that Charles would never make peace. 
 

December 1648 

Soldiers, led by Colonel Pride, marched into Parliament and forced over 100 MPs who still 
wanted to negotiate with Charles to leave. Then the remaining MPs voted to put Charles on 
trial for treason. If he was found guilty he could be executed. 

 
 
 


