
Lesson 1: Were Londoners waiting to be bombed? 
 

Learning Objectives:  
 
What was the blitz? 
 
How did people survive the blitz? 
 

  
TASK: My sentence which includes the word ‘blitz’:  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Key knowledge: 
 
The Blitz, (September 1940–May 1941), night-time bombing raids against London and other 
British cities by Nazi Germany during World War II. The raids followed the failure of the 
German Luftwaffe to defeat Britain’s Royal Air Force in the Battle of Britain (July–September 
1940). Although the raids caused enormous destruction and heavy civilian casualties—some 
43,000 British civilians were killed and another 139,000 were wounded—they had little 
effect on Britain’s ability to continue in the war and failed in its immediate purpose of 
dominating the skies in preparation for a German invasion of England. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Source Use or Ban? Why? 

 
Firemen fight a blaze at a factory in East London, December 1940. 

  

 

 
 
The King and Queen visiting people sheltering in the London 
Underground, November 1940.  

  

 
A report by local officials on condition in the East End of London, 
September 1940: “The whole story of the last weekend has been 
one of unplanned hysteria. The newspaper versions of life going 
on normally are grotesque. There was no bread, no electricity, no 
milk, and no telephones. There is no humour or laughter. 

  



 
A photograph taken in London during the Blitz. 
 
 
 

  

 
 
The Blitz brought out the best in the British. There was no panic. People carried on calmly 
and much more determined to defeat Hitler. Together, they laughed and joked their way 
through the Blitz.  Do you agree? Why? 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task: The Blitz brought out the best in Londoners. How far do you agree? (1 PEEL paragraph) 
 
The Blitz…. 
During the Blitz…. 
This meant that… 
Therefore, this affected Londoners by...  
 
Homework: 
 
 

Why was the Treaty of Versailles unpopular in Germany? (1 PEEL paragraph) 
 
Point: The Treaty of Versailles was unpopular in Germany because… 
 
Evidence: One of the terms was… 
 
Explanation: This shows the Treaty of Versailles was unpopular because… 
 

This links to... 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 2: Dunkirk: Triumph or disaster? 
Learning Objectives:  
 
What was Operation Dynamo? 
 
How could a retreat be considered a victory? 
 

 
 
TASK: My sentence which includes the word ‘tension’:  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 



Dunkirk evacuation, (1940) in World War II, the evacuation of the British Expeditionary 
Force (BEF) and other Allied troops from the French seaport of Dunkirk (Dunkerque) 
to England. Naval vessels and hundreds of civilian boats were used in the evacuation, which 
began on May 26. When it ended on June 4, about 198,000 British and 140,000 French 
and Belgian troops had been saved. 
 
Operation Dynamo was the rescue operation implemented by the Royal Navy. It was co-
ordinated by Vice Admiral Bertram Ramsay and his small team in Dover Castle. There, 
beneath the fortress, a network of tunnels deep within the cliffs became the nerve centre 
controlling the evacuation of Allied forces. 
 
 
Student Task: Read through the sheets and answer all the questions. 



 



 



Homework: Was the Dunkirk evacuation a success or failure? (1 PEE paragraph) 
 

 
Lesson 3: Were the British right to bomb Dresden? 

 
Learning Objectives:  
 
What happened at Dresden? 
 
Should the Allies have bombed Dresden? 
 

 
 
 
 
TASK: My sentence which includes the word ‘firestorm’:  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Key knowledge: The bombing of Dresden 
 
The bombing of Germany had the biggest effect on the lives of German civilians. In 1942 the 
Allies decided on a new policy towards the bombing of Germany. The British targeted 
industrial and residential areas of all the major German cities. Their aim was to cripple 
German industry, to lower the morale of the civilians and to force them into surrendering. 
The bombing increase for the next 3 years and in Feb 1945 Dresden was bombed. It killed 
between 35,000 and 150,000 people in 2 days. 



By 1945 the German people were desperate. Food supplies had decreased and already 3.5 
million German civilians had died. In May 1945 the war was over and Germany surrendered. 
Hitler, Goebbels and other Nazi war leaders committed suicide. Germany was a shattered 
country.  
 
 

The Blitz:  
● Britain had expected mass bombing 

of British cities 
● It ordered a million coffins to be 

made 
● When the Germans attacked Britain, 

their first job was to destroy the RAF 
(the Royal Air Force) 

● However, the RAF had developed 
radar, a system which warned of 
German planes approaching 

● The Germans lost many planes 
● After two months, they gave up their 

invasion plans  

What happened during the Blitz? 
 

● The Germans had hoped the British 
public would lose heart and pressure 
the government to surrender. 

● The Germans tried bombing 
important industrial sites and 
transport links 

● Coventry was a particular target 
because it had many factories making 
equipment for the aviation 
(airplanes) and armoured vehicles (ie 
tanks) industries 

● On the 14th November 1940, there 
was a raid which lasted eleven hours 

● 500 people were killed 
● A third of all houses were destroyed 

or damaged 
 

Why did the Germans bomb Britain? 
 

● Over 800 RAF planes dropped 2600 
tons of bombs on Dresden in 1945 

● A lot of the buildings were wooden 
Temperatures reached 1000 degrees 
Celsius 

● 70% of the city was destroyed 

What happened at Dresden? 
 



● Between 35,000 and 150,000 were 
killed 

 
Were the British right to bomb Dresden? 

• Read through the sources 
• Divide them into two: 

Yes, we should have bombed Dresden 
No, we should not have bombed Dresden 
 
 
 

“There were nonstop explosions. Our cellar was filled with fire and smoke and was 
damaged, the lights went out and wounded people shouted dreadfully… Many, so many, 
desperate people came in from the streets. lt is not possible to describe! Explosion after 
explosion…We saw the burning street, the falling ruins and the terrible firestorm…We saw 
terrible things: cremated adults shrunk to the size of small children, pieces of arms and legs, 
dead people, whole families burnt to death, burning people ran to and fro, burnt coaches 
filled with civilian refugees, dead rescuers and soldiers… fire everywhere, everywhere fire, 
and all the time the hot wind of the firestorm threw people back into the burning houses 
they were trying to escape from.” 
Source 1, Lothar Metzger, a survivor of Dresden 

 

The firestorm is incredible, there are calls for help and screams from somewhere but all 
around is one single inferno. 
To my left I suddenly see a woman. I can see her to this day and shall never forget it. She 
carries a bundle in her arms. It is a baby. She runs, she falls, and the child flies in an arc into 
the fire…I see how one after the other [the people] simply seem to let themselves drop to 
the ground. (Today I know that these unfortunate people were the victims of lack of 
oxygen). They fainted and then burnt to cinders. 
Insane fear grips me and from then on I repeat one simple sentence to myself continuously: 
"I don't want to burn to death". I do not know how many people I fell over. I know only one 
thing: that I must not burn. 

Source 2. Margaret Freyer was living in Dresden during the firestorm created on 13th 
February, 1945. 

 

“I survived the bombing of Dresden and continue to believe it was a war crime…As a 
prisoner of war held in Dresden, I still suffer the memories of those terrible events and my 



anger refuses to subside…I just happen to have witnessed the worst that man has to offer 
and I like it not one bit.” 
Source 3, Victor Gregg. He was a prisoner of war held in Dresden at the time of the 
bombing. 

 

“The Allies claimed that by bombing Dresden, they were disrupting important lines of 
communication that would have hindered the Soviet offensive… The British incendiary 
attack on the night of February 13 to February 14 was conducted also, if not primarily, for 
the purpose of terrorizing the German population and forcing an early surrender.” 
Source 4, www.history.com 

 

“Though a centre for the arts, it was also one of Germany's largest remaining industrial sites 
and contained over 100 factories of various sizes. Among these were facilities for producing 
poison gas, artillery, and aircraft components. In addition, it was a key rail hub with lines 
running north-south to Berlin, Prague, and Vienna as well as east-west Munich and Breslau 
(Wroclaw) and Leipzig and Hamburg.” 
Source 5, www.militaryhistory.about.com 

 

“The Dresden raid raised moral concerns about the bombing campaign. Even Winston 
Churchill, who had urged Bomber Command to attack east German cities, tried to dissociate 
himself from it.” 
Source 6, www.bbc.co.uk “On This Day 14th February” 

 

“The attack was authorised by British Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Harris, known as "Bomber 
Harris" for his enthusiastic support of the area bombing strategy. The idea was to target 
large urban areas to whittle away at German public morale, cut off relief supplies to the 
eastern front and give support to the approaching Soviet armies.” 
Source 7, www.bbc.co.uk “On This Day 14th February” 

 

'The bombers kept over a million fit Germans out of the German army… Manning the anti-
aircraft defences; making the ammunition, and doing urgent repairs, especially tradesmen.' 
Source 8, Arthur Harris, commander of the raid, speaking 30 years after the bombing 

 

'Our raids meant there were 10,000 anti-aircraft guns pointing up to the sky instead of at 
our troops and the Russians. Dresden was a major centre for the manufacture of opticals, 
such as gun sights and binoculars. After Dresden we lost another 700 bombers, and London 
was being hit by V2s which nobody could fight against.' Source 9, Bomber Command Doug 
Radcliffe 

 



“Dresden, the seventh largest city in Germany and not much smaller than Manchester, is 
also far the largest unbombed built-up the enemy has got. In the midst of winter with 
refugees pouring westwards and troops to be rested, roofs are at a premium. The intentions 
of the attack are to hit the enemy where he will feel it most, behind an already partially 
collapsed front, to prevent the use of the city in the way of further advance, and incidentally 
to show the Russians when they arrive what Bomber Command can do.” 

Source 10, RAF Internal Memo, January 1945 

 

Though the Russians were allies, Churchill and Roosevelt had already decided that Stalin 
would be a major problem after the end of the war. Therefore, as the Red Army advanced 
against an army that was effectively defeated, it had no idea as to what an equal and 
possibly superior military force could do. Therefore, Dresden was bombed to show the 
Russians the awesome power of the Allies and to act as a warning to them not to stray from 
the agreements they had made at the war conferences. 
Source 11, www.historylearningsite.co.uk 

 

“It struck me at the time, the thought of the women and children down there. We seemed 
to fly for hours over a sheet of fire - a terrific red glow with thin haze over it. I found myself 
making comments to the crew: "Oh God, those poor people." It was completely uncalled for. 
You can't justify it.” 
Source 12, Roy Akehurst, a wireless operator who was involved in the raid 

 
Task: Some people think that Sir Arthur Harris, the commander behind the plan, should be 
charged for war crimes.  
Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. 
 
 
Homework: Were the British right to bomb Dresden? (1 PEE paragraph) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


