
Year 8 English: Easter Home Learning Booklet 

 

Name:  

 

Teacher:  
 

This booklet contains five tasks which should be 

completed over the Easter holidays.  

You can either type your answers or write them out on 

paper. Nevertheless, it is really important that you 

either email your answers, or send a photograph, to 

your class teacher.  

This ensures that we can check your progress in your 

English studies.  

If there are any issues or you don’t understand the work, please contact your 

English teacher by email (parents or students).  

Mr Pengelly - pengelly.s@chea.org.uk 

Ms Colque - colque.a@chea.org.uk  

Ms Bryant-Brown  bryant-

brown.c@chea.org.uk  

Ms Crosby - crosby.r@chea.org.uk  



Task 1 

Read the extract and answer the 

questions below in full sentences. 

Famous Elizabethan Pirates 

The Elizabethan era was the Age of Exploration from which 

emerged the Famous Elizabethan Pirates and the Golden Age of Pirates. Many of 

the Elizabethan explorers were also classed as pirates due to their attacking the 

Spanish treasure fleet and the Spanish islands. Heroes or Villains? Explorers or 

Pirates? Queen Elizabeth's 'pirates' brought wealth and power to England. If, on 

their voyages, the Explorers encountered the opportunity to raid Spanish ships this 

would not have been greeted with disapproval from Queen Elizabeth. 

The Elizabethan Explorers therefore gained the reputation of being pirates. A pirate 

is a person who robs or plunders at sea, or sometimes the shore. Elizabethan 

pirates gained a fierce reputation for their violent robberies. One of the most famous 

groups of pirates in the Elizabthan era were called the Sea Dogs.  

Queen Elizabeth I gave the Sea Dogs permission to attack rival Spanish ships, and 

also to raid Carribean islands for gold and slaves. Whilst the explorer Sir Francis 

Drake was a popular hero in England, he was considered a vicious pirate by some 

other countries. As a member of the Sea Dogs, he would sail into Carribean ports 

and harbours and demand large amounts of money. If they did not agree, he would 

sometimes set fire to the entire city.  

Whilst most Elizabethan pirates were men, there were some famous female pirates. 

These included Anne Bonny and Mary Read. Women were strictly forbidden on 

pirate ships. However, female pirates such as Bonny and Read would dress up as 

men to sneak their way on board. However, this was a dangerous move. Any 

woman caught sneaking onto a pirate ship was punished with death. One of the 

most powerful female pirates was an Irishwoman called Grace O’Malley, who was in 

charge of three huge ships and two-hundred men.  

Elizabethan pirates leave a complex legacy. Whilst they were heroes in their own 

countries, the destruction and damage they caused around the world is difficult to 

overlook. Many pirates were involved in the slave trade, which would grow 

enormously over the next few centuries.  



1) How did Queen Elizabeth I feel about pirates of the Elizabethan age? Why did 

she feel this way? 

2) Which country did England consider an enemy during the Elizabethan times? 

3) What kind of reputation did the pirates have around the rest of the world? Give 

three reasons to explain why they had this kind of reputation. 

4) Outline a reason why you think Sir Francis Drake was a fierce pirate.  

5) Were women allowed to join pirate ships in the Elizabethan era? 

6) What kind of legacy do Elizabethan pirates leave? List two reasons why they 

might be celebrated, and two reasons why they would be hated.  

7) What is your opinion on Elizabethan pirates? Explain your answer in three 

sentences.  

Writing Task 

‘It is wrong that we celebrate the lives of pirates in films and books- they were pure 

evil’.  

Do you agree with this statement? Write two paragraphs explaining your answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 2 

Write a diary entry from the perspective of Caliban. You should include: 

● A description of what life was like before Prospero arrived on the island.  

● How did you feel when you first met Prospero and Miranda? 

● What is life like as Prospero’s slave? How does he treat you? What tasks does 

he make you do?  

● Do you plan to take revenge against Prospero, 

or are you happy to remain his slave for the 

rest of your life? 

You should write four-hundred words (one page of 

A4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 3 

Imagine you are one of the sailors on board Alonso’s ship. You are caught in a 

terrible storm which leads to your crew being shipwrecked. Write a description of 

enduring the terrifying storm. Use the following passage to 

help you get started.  

The howling winds raged above us, screeching like 

angry wolves chasing their prey. Thunder and 

lightning cackled across the sky as our creaky boat 

rolled across the vicious waves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Success Criteria:  

In my description, I have used… 

A simile 

A metaphor 

Speech 

Alliteration 

Personification 

Put a tick next to each of the 

above techniques when you use 

them in your writing. 

 



Task 4 

Choose the correct words to fill in the gaps. After finishing, complete the writing task. 

Act 2 cloze exercise 

 

Try to fill in the gaps below to test your understanding of events.  The list of words below 

this passage should help you.  Cross off the words once you have used them. 

 

The rest of the shipwreck survivors wake up on _____________.  They are ____________ 

that their clothes smell and feel as fresh as they did when they first put them on. 

Ariel's song puts them all to sleep again except for                       and                                 

                        .  Antonio, who replaced his brother Prospero as Duke of Milan, persuades 

Sebastian, King Alonso's brother into doing the same thing by ____________ King Alonso. 

Antonio is _________ and tells Sebastian ‘my strong imagination sees a _______ dropping 

on thy head’. The two are about ____________ Alonso in his sleep but Ariel awakens 

everyone and the two men quickly make an excuse for having their swords out, explaining 

that they thought they heard _______________ in the distance. 

 

 crown  to murder  surprised  

Sebastian  cunning  lions  Antonio 

 the island  Prospero  usurping  

 

 

Writing Task 

Write a letter to Alonso informing him of Antonio and Sebastian’s plan to kill him. You 

should warn him of the danger he is facing and give him advice on how he could 

protect himself.  

 



Task 5 

Write a newspaper report about Prospero and his daughter Miranda returning to 

Milan. You can use the template on the following page, or you can design your own 

newspaper.  

Answer the following questions. You can use this information in your newspaper 

article:  

1) How long have Miranda and Prospero been missing?  

2) What was Prospero’s title before he was usurped by Alonso? 

3) What was their life like on the island? 

4) Now they are back in Italy, who does Miranda plan on marrying? 

Your newspaper article could also include: 

 An interview with Prospero- what questions would the reporter ask him? 

 An interview with Ferdinand and Miranda- what questions would the 

reporter ask them? 
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A SHOCKING TWIST OF EVENTS: PROSPERO AND HIS 

DAUGHTER MIRANDA, RETURN TO MILAN! 

 



    

   

 

    

    

   

   

 


