
Lesson 1: Why did Hitler become so popular? 
 

Learning Objectives:  
 

- Explain how charisma and political skill gained support for Hitler. 
 

 
 
TASK: My sentence which includes the word ‘charisma’:  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
PAR Reading: 
 

Hitler became popular as a result of several long term factors which included: 
● German hatred of the Treaty of Versailles  
● Weak leadership of the Weimar Government.  
● Political skill of Hitler –Hitler was able to advantage of the problems Germany faced after 

World War One. 
 
However the trigger or the short-term factor that increased Hitler’s popularity was: 
 

● The Great Depression (an economic disaster which led to mass unemployment). 
 

 
1. Hatred of the Treaty of Versailles 



● The Treaty of Versailles ended WWI. As Germany had surrendered, they had not been 
allowed to take part in the talks – they had just been told to sign. The Germans thought that 
the terms of Treaty of Versailles were unfair and described the treaty as a ‘diktat’ (dictated 
peace). 

● The Germans hated Clause 231-The War Guilt Clause; it said they were to take full blame for 
the war.   

● The Germans hated reparations (money paid as compensation) they said France and Britain 
were trying to starve their children to death.  Germany has to pay £6,600 million in reparations. 

● The Germans hated their tiny army.  They were only allowed to have an army of 100 000 and 
said they were helpless against other countries.   

● The Germans also hated the loss of territory.  Germany lost 10% of its land - they claimed that 
the treaty was simply an attempt to destroy their economy.  Germans were also angry that they 
could not unite with the Austrian Germans. 

● Hitler promised to get rid of the Treaty of Versailles and restore German pride. 
 

2. Weak leadership of Weimar Government 
● Many events took place that the Weimer Government did not control well. This convinced 

many of the German people that the government was weak and ineffective.  
● The Constitution (the rules and laws a Government has to follow) did not make a strong 

Government; it was hard to get a majority to rule in the Reichstag (German Parliament). In 
the years 1919-33 the longest government only lasted two years.  

● This caused political chaos; many people thought that democracy was a bad idea.  
● In addition to this, many Germany blamed the Weimar Government for signing the Treaty 

of Versailles and a ‘stab in the back’ myth was linked to the Weimar Government.  The 
members of the Weimar Government were also called the ‘November Criminals’ for ending 
the war in November 1918. 

● Hitler tried to overthrow the government in 1923 in the Munich Putsch. He was caught but 
the judges only sent him to jail for 9 months.  

● Hitler wanted to get rid of democracy and return Germany to an era of strong government. 
 

3. Charisma  and appeal of Hitler 
● Hitler was a brilliant public speaker, who made very persuasive speeches. 
● He was a good organiser and politician.  He used propaganda well to influence Germans. 
● He presented himself as a messiah who had come to save Germany. 
● Lots of the policies Hitler spoke about appealed to the German people: He wanted to get 

rid of the Treaty of Versailles, have strong government in place and restore German pride. 
● Hitler blamed scapegoats for Germany’s problems – for example Jews and Communists. 

He promised that the Nazis would take revenge against those who had damaged 
Germany. 

● When times were good people had less reason to listen to Hitler but when problems arose, 
people looked to Hitler for solutions. 

● Wealthy businessmen also supported the Nazis because they wanted to see a return of 
strong and stable government and they wanted to prevent communists becoming 
powerful. 

● The financial support of wealthy businessmen gave Hitler the money to run his 
propaganda and election campaigns. 

● His self-belief persuaded people to believe in him. 
 



4. Impact of the Great Depression 

● Despite the hatred people had for the Treaty of Versailles and the weaknesses of the Weimar 
Government Hitler only had 12 seats in the Reichstag in 1928. 

● The key event which massively increased Hitler’s popularity was the economic depression 
which hit Germany in late 1929, following the Wall Street Crash in America. 

● In the 1920s the USA has loaned Germany money to help it rebuild its economy.  However, 
after the Wall Street Crash of 1929, the US called in its loans to Germany, and the German 
economy collapsed.    

● Businesses closed and the number of unemployed grew; people starved on the streets.  By 
1932, there were 6 million Germans who had no work (around ¼ of adults were 
unemployed). 

● In the crisis, people wanted someone to blame, and looked to extreme solutions – Hitler 
offered them both (he blamed the Weimar government) and Nazi success in the elections 
grew.   

● The number of Nazi seats in the Reichstag rose from 12 in 1928 to 230 in July 1932 and 
Hitler’s party became the biggest party in Germany.  

● Germans turned to Hitler’s Nazism because they were desperate.  Hitler’s popularity grew 
because of the desperate economic situation in Germany during the depression. 

 

In 1919, the German Workers’ Party (led by Anton Drexler) was set up.  
Hitler joined and soon became leader. 
Hitler became popular as a result of several long term factors which included: 

• German hatred of the Treaty of Versailles  
• Weak leadership of the Weimar Government.  
• Charisma and political skill of Hitler – Hitler was able to advantage of the problems 

Germany faced after World War One. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fill in the gaps below with the most appropriate word and correct the misspelt words.  There is one in 
each sentence. 

1. Hitler was an excellent public ____________ He had qualities of determination and 

persistance. 

2. He was able to make the __________ of his oportuneties. 

3. Moderate Weimar politiceans failed to work together and were willing to come to deals 

with __________like Hitler. 

4. Many people were frigtened of the ___________ and therefore supported the Nazis as the 

party who promised to stand up against them. 

5. The economic ____________ led to the unemployment of around 6 million. Many unemployd 

were attracted to Hitler's promise to solve ____________. Many middle class people supported 

Hitler because they were scared that the unemployed would vote for the ______________. 

6. People lost respect for ______________ because the frequent electieons never seemed to 

produce a sensible government. Many saw the appeal of the return to a __________ ruler. 

Source  Content 
What does 
the source 
tell you? 

Origin 
Where 
does it 
come 
from? 

Purpose 
Why was it 
created? 

Reliability 
How reliable is 

it? 
Do you have 
supporting 
evidence? 

Usefulness 
Does it help you 

to answer the 
question? 

B  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

C  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    



7. The Nazis used force, terror and fear. The SA fought battles on the street with 

their___________opponants deliberately creating the impression that the crisis was out of 

control and the country needed a strong ________. 

8. The Nazis used sofisticated __________to get their message across including radio, rallies, 

marches, posters etc. 

9. President__________ was over 80 years of age and was easily manepulated by Hitler. Hitler 

persuaded Hindenburg that the Nazis were too popular to be ignored and Hindenburg invited 

Hitler to become _____________in 1933 

 
Why did people support Hitler? (1 x PEE paragraph) 

 
People supported Hitler because of… 
This was shown when 
Therefore, this meant that people supported Hitler as…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stretch: Write a second PEE paragraph focusing on another 
reason why people supported Hitler. 


